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CORRESPONDENCE

To the Editors of THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY.
DEAR SIRS, -In view of the fact that a Contact Lens Centre

has now been opened at 18, Cavendish Square, we feel it will not
be out of place to say how the Centre came into being.
Soon after the introduction of contact lenses, ophthalmic surgeons

came to realise the difficulty of securing a satisfactory fit between a
spherical surface of glass and the aspherical surface of the eyeball.

In 1931 one of us heard of Dr. Dallos' work, went over (later) to
Budapest to investigate it, and saw clearly that this method gave
promise of producing successful results. Subsequent visits were
made by all of us which confirmed this view, and during these we
obtained practical instruction in the technique. It was at once
obvious that considerable practice and skill were required in order
to obtain a successful result. Moreover, repeated attendances were
necessary by the patient and it was frequently necessary to make
several new trial lenses before a fit was secured. Therefore the
original scheme of taking moulds in this country, sending them to
Budapest and obtaining in return a contact lens of the same shape
as the mould, was impracticable.
We all felt that it ought to be possible to produce satisfactory

lenses in London. Dr. Dallos solved the problem by approaching
Messrs. Hamblin and agreeing to take charge of the manufacture of
contact lenses. This he has been doing for the last six months
under a temporary scheme.

It was felt from the beginning that this work should be made
available for all ophthalmic surgeons and that its performance
should be under their immediate control. It is for this reason that
we have secured accommodation at 18, Cavendish Square, where
any ophthalmic surgeon will be able to carry out, or supervise, the
fitting of his patients with contact lenses.
The running of a centre such as this presents many new

problems and difficulties, and we have been fortunate in securing
the services of an advisory committee of ophthalmologists, including
Sir Jolhn Parsons, Sir William Lister, Messrs. Paton, Foster-Moore,
McMullen and Wing-Commander Livingston.
The scheme is at present in its infancy and further developments

are envisaged. For example,
A Samaritan Fund for hospital patients.
Courses of instrtiction in the theory and practice of fitting

contact lenses, and research in various directions.
The entire funds of the Centre will be administered by the

advisory committee for the furtherance of these objects.
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The scheme has been submitted to and approved by the Ethical
Committee of the British Medical Association.

This preliminary note is published in the hope of enlisting the
sympathetic co-operation of our colleagues in what promises to be
an important branch of ophthalmology and one which has so far
been neglected in this country.

Yours very truly,

A. RUGG-GUNN.
F. A. WILLIAMSON-NOBLE.
IDA MANN.

18, CAVENDISH SQUARE,
LONDON, W.1.

OBITUARY

DR. MED. S. HOLTH

Not only northern ophthalmology but also the whole ophthalmo-
logical world has suffered a great loss by the death of S. Holth, on
September 23, from apoplexy, at the age of 74 years.

Holth passed his medical qualification in December, 1891, and
his M.D. degree in 1896, after having practised as an ophthalmologist
in Drammen for about four years. His thesis: " Die indirecte
Starrblindheit des normalen Sehorgans und die Bedeutung derselben
bei Gesichtfeld-untersuchungen " and his deductions were based on
the material he had collected in Drammen. He then settled down
in Oslo after having passed about one year abroad at different
European eye clinics. In this town he had his practice till he
retired some two years ago.

For a period of six years he was first assistant at the University
eve clinic and acted as locum tenens for Professor Hjalmar Schiotz
when he was absent. When Professor Schiotz resigned, his chair
was offered to .Holth but this, owing to a progressive otosclerosis,
he found it better to decline.
Through many repeated visits to foreign clinics Holth continued

-even to his last years-at his studies. He also was invited to
other Universities and clinics to demonstrate his own new methods
of operating or to read papers about them. In this manner he went
to Oxford, Helsingfors, Stockholm and, as late as 1932, to Budapest.

His power of work was phenomenal. More than 110 of his
scientific publications cover all branches of ophthalmology but his
chief interest was his study of glaucoma. Here he has, in his
iridencleisis operation, left himself a monumentum aere perennius.
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