
MISCELLANEOUS

myopia with myopic degeneration of the fundus, several cases of
amblyopia ex anopsia; and from units in training locally cases of mixed
and see-saw nystagmus, interstitial keratitis, large coloboma of the
iris after abscision for a traumatic prolapse, bilateral choroido-
retinitis juxta-papillaris with extensive visual field defect, advanced
pigmentary degeneration of the retina and a number of gross
refractive errors which reduced the visual acuity well below the
lowest standard accepted for service in the Army.

It seems that much unnecessary expense in clothing, feeding,
transporting and ultimately, after some weeks of hospitalization
and medical boards, discharging such men from the Army could be
avoided by setting up in England a regional or county appeal centre
to which doubtful cases could be sent for examination by a medical
board on which an ophthalmic surgeon of approved experience
should serve. Such work could be done excellently by senior
ophthalmic surgeons who have retired from hospital practice and
have placed their services at the disposal of the Ministry of Health.
Many of the general physical defects among the sick returned

from France such as arthritis, pes cavus, paralysis after anterior
poliomyelitis, cardiac disorders and other obvious defects would
have been evident on a half-minute inspection of the stripped
candidate.
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(1) Weigi, R. (Lwow).-Rickettsia Rocha-Lima (Weigi) is not
the cause of trachoma. (Rickettsia Rocha-Limae (Weigl) is
nicht der Trachomerreger). Zenttralb. f. Bakteriologie, Vol.
XCLIII, March, 1939.

(1) Weigl doubts the specificity of the Weil-Felix reaction in
trachoma and rejects any relationship between trachoma and
typhus.
The anal infection of lice by trachomatous material gave negative

results, no Rickettsia Rocha-Limna being found.
He could detect no agglutinins against Rickettsia Rocha-Lima in

the sera of trachomatous patients. Nor did he do so in cases
which had a relatively high titre for OX19, OXK nor even for
Rickettsia Prowaczeki.
This proves that Rickettsia Rocha-Lima is not only not identical

with the causal agent of trachoma but has no relationship whatever
to it.
The statement made by Cu6nod and Nataf that Rickettsia Rocha-

Lima is the same as the causative agent of trachoma is based on a
mistake made during the experiments on lice.

A. F. MACCALLAN.
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(2) Saubermann, G. B. C. (Basle).-The influence of intensity of
illumination on the size of the blind spot. (Ueber den
Einfluss der Beleuchtungsintensitat auf die Gro'ssenmessung
des blinden Flecks in normalen Auge). Ophthalmologica,
Vol. XCVII, p. 364, 1939.

(2) Saubermann shows in a study of 13 cases that the size of
the blind spot varies with different intensities of illumination. In
bright consulting rooms with strong daylight when the excitation
of the entrance zone of the visual nerve is extinguished by contrast,
the size of the blind spot is larger than with relatively weak artificial
illumination with the eye fairly dark adapted whereby the contrast
function is probably reduced.

ARNOLD SORSBY.

(3) Adamantiadis, B. (Athens). -Corneal lesions in marble
workers. (Keratopathie professionnelle des marbriers et des
aiguiseurs). Ophthalmologica, Vol. XCVII, p. 351, 1939.

(3) Adamantiadis draws attention to corneal lesions in marble
workers (cutters and polishers),. If no protective goggles are worn
fine particles become deposited on the interpalpebral part of the
cornea. Irregular astigmatism in the horizontal meridian of the
cornea with diminution of vision results.

ARNOLD SORSB Y.
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A Manual of Diseases of the Eye. By CHARLES H. MAY and the
late CLAUD WORTH. Extensively revised by MONTAGUE L. HINE,
M.D.(Lond.), F.R.C.S.(Eng.), Surgeon to the Royal Westminster
Ophthalmic Hospital and Ophthalmic Surgeon to Charing Cross
Hospital. (8th Ed.). Pp. 536, 31 Coloured Plates, 371 Figures.
Bailliere, Tindall & Cox. 1939. Price 16s.

The fact that this manual has reached its 8th edition is in itself
a testimony of its popularity and usefulness to medical students
and general practitioners to whom it is addressed. In this new
edition some of the old subject matter has been deleted and 31
pages added to the text.

It has maintained its object in presenting the main principles of
ophthalmic medicine and surgery and the practical application of
these in a concise form. The common disorders of the eye are
described at appropriate length and well illustrated in many instances
by coloured plates. The rarer ocular disorders are described in a
few lines.
The chapter on war injuries including the effects of poison gases

on the eye is of contemporary interest.
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