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ANNOTATION

The Education of an Ophthalmic Surgeon

The paper by Professor Arnold Loewenstein under this heading
(p. 45) raises questions of great importance. In this country we
have a reputation for being able to muddle through with work of
all kinds, and no one can say that the results have been in the long
run bad, but it may be a good thing for us to hear what a visitor
thinks. Many ophthalmic surgeons in Britain in the past have
slipped into their particular niches fortuitously; and not only
ophtlhalmic surgeons, for we remember the story of a young man
waiting for an ophthalmic vacancy becoming eventually a distin-
guished obstetrician. This was a good many years ago; but when
Brudenell Carter was appointed ophthalmic surgeon at St. George's
Hospital in 1870 it was settled that part of his hospital duties was
to undertake the responsibility of the obstetrician's holiday work.
This was no particular hardship, for as Carter had been in general
practice until he was 40 years old he was quite competent to deal
with straightforward or difficult cases of labour. Times have changed
since then but we feel quite sure that those who have entered
specialists' work without any experience of general practice first
have missed a great deal. The converse, when an elderly general
practitioner gives up general practice for ophthalmology, is not at
all common; but has occurred in a few instances. So long as these
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MISCELLANEOUS

confine themselves to refraction work no harm is likely to accrue,
but the case is different when a man past forty-five years of age
begins to operate on the eye ball. Few of such are likely to become
expert operators. Not many members of our profession at the
outset of their careers are in possession of private means and the
number of endowed posts is extremely limited. A part time post in
research work has often enabled a rising man to keep his head above
water while waiting for patients to come in. But if people are to
undertake research as their life's work they must be assured of
an adequate income to make it possible. Until this happens
we shall probably go oni in the old fortuitous way. There are of
course many kinds of research work. One of the simplest, involving
very small financial outlay if any, was alluded to by F. H. Groome
in his book entitled " In Gypsy Tents," some years ago. Groome
told an Essex labourer of a gypsy charm to use against an enemy,
in which pins were stuck into a piece of red rag and the mixture
then burnt. The labourer was deeply interested and exclaimed
" I'll try that; 'strue's alive, I'll try that on my brother, I'ool."
Here, as Groome says, is an instance " of one moved solely it would
seem by the spirit of scientific research, and lacking a viler subject
for the experiment."

ABSTRACTS

MISCELLANEOUS

(1) Riddell, W. J. B. (Glasgow).-The post-graduate study of
ophthalmology. Glasgow Med. JI., November, 1941.

(1) Professor Riddell's inaugural address was delivered in the
Tennent Mlemorial Institute on October 8, 1941, and is published
here in abstract form. He began by calling to mind that three
movemenits of world-wide significance have been closely associated
with the University of Glasgow. These are expressed as a book, a
method anid an idea. The book was Adam Smith's " Wealth of
Nations"; the method was the antiseptic surgery of the then
Joseph Lister; the idea was the development of adult education
associated with the names of John Anderson and George Birkbeck.
With regard to post-graduate instruction in ophthalnmology a well

deserved tribute is paid to Maitland Ramsay who organized post-
graduate instruction in diseases of the eye at the turn of the last
century. This good work has been carried on since, and under
Professor Ballantyne the short courses have been extremely success-
ful, " but can only have a local appeal if held at weekly intervals.
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