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THE following case is sufficiently unusual to be -worthy of a
report.
On October 26, 1943, Lance-Cpl.. S. reported complaining of

epiphora, pain and photophobia in the right eye of nearly seven
weeks duration. lie stated that he had been treated f6r " kerato-
cnjunctivitis" in three-different hospitals.
The ey-e was red, watering and difficult to examine because of the

blepharospasm evoked by the light. Vertical strjae, faintly staining
with fluorescein, were present over the upper third of the cornea.
A subtarsal foreign body was looked for; all that -could be seen,
however, was a small papule with a brownish centre in the middle of
Ahe tarsal conjunctiva.. The skin ofjthe upper lid was-normal.

An attempt was made to remove the brown spot in spite of the
patient's protestations. Apparently five efforts had already been
made to do this, by three different ophthalmologists elsewhere,
without sulccess. Again, nothing could be found., Next morning
when the capillary ooze had stopped a fine hair was seen and
removed from the centre of the papule. "That's the sting" cried
the patient, " nobody would believe me."

It then transpired that on September 6, 1943, he had been stung
on the right eyelid by a wasp, he had refrain6d from mentioning it
on this occasion as he had been discouraged by the past reception
of his story. :.1
The "hair"i was sent to Mr. -B. Jobling, Entomologist of the

Wellcome Bureau of Scientific Research-, who kindly reported
the specimen to be " the distal part. of the lancet of the sting of a
wasp." He also made a sketch which showed that the tip of the
lancet is armed with projecting notches. These undoubtedly go.t
caught in the tarsal plate and the wasp had been' unable to with-
draw it.
The next day the patient was symptom free with 6/6 vision in

each eye.
I wish to thank Major E. Mi. G. Galton, R.A.M.C. for his advice

and the Commnand Specialist, S.E.C. Ophthalmic Centre, for his
permission to publish the case.
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