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that he saw a coloured ring round a light. But the lady O.P. who
Wastes your time by informing you how her son was apprenticed to

- a carpenter and how her grandmother was stricken with creeping
paralysis can he pulled up short, when it will be found as often as
-not that-she has merely come to. have her lotion repeated.

Nowadays no' surgeon is ever likely to experience such candour in
a lady patient as was displa-yed by that, Duchess, supposed to have
-been a daughter of James II, who said to" doctor, " whatever you
may think is the matter with me, always have an eye to the p-x."

It is our firm conviction that it always pays to listen carefully to-
what the patient has to say.

Hall Marks of Practice
In Victorian days the high-water mark of a consultant's practice

was the presence of a- Bishop on one's books. Members of the
Peerage, Baronets, Knights, Judges, and" even the landed- gentry'
were- not to be despised, but a Bishop gave the :practice a distinction
not otherwise obtainable. Bishops were at that time in shorter
supply, if we may use a modern clich6, than nowadays. We .do
not say that a bishop in need of presbyopic aid might not call at the
chemist or optician first. Less exalted members of the cloth and
their wives often did. A respected aunt of- the writer's, who was
the wife of a. suburban vicar, always got- her glasses at the 'chemists'
and preferred so doing to being seen gratis by her nephew. The
future seems to envisage a dead level of mediocrity. The state will
pay whether the patient be A bishop or the humblest cottager in his
diocese. That section of the community- that does not matter a
tinker's curse will be just as well off for, ophthalmic treatment as
the tinker.
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The following rules of procedure to be proposed -at the beginning
of each Annual General Meeting have been agreed:

1. Each item on the Agenda shall be read out by the President
or an Officer.

2. Any Member or Associate wishing' to speak on this item
- shall thereupon 'raise 'his hand, but shall- not stand and speak until
- called upon by the President.

3. Each member shall -speak for not more than -five minutes
when the President shall rise. The President may at his discretion
ask a speaker to continue.
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4. When the President considers that sufficient time and con-
sideration have been given to an item on the Agenda he shall
announce that the next business shall now be proceeded with,
unless it is proposed and seconded and approved by the meeting
that the discussion be continued.

5. Any member wishing to put a resolution or to raise a point
of order shall stand although the President or another member
may be standing, and shall remain standing until the President
has taken note of his proposal or protest.

Certain members of the Council were appointed to meet repre-
sentatives of the Ministry of Health to discuss points connected
with the Supplementary Ophthalmic Service. In the meantime
the Negotiating Committee resumed operations and the Ophthal-
mic Sub-Committee of the Negotiating Committee, of which the
same Faculty representatives were members, met the Ministry on
two occasions to consider the fees for the testing of sight under
the Supplementary Service. As a result of these negotiations the
Ministry agreed to the payment of £1 lls. 6d. per case on the
condition that the work would be carried out on premises and with
equipment provided by the ophthalmic medical practitioner. Th'e
question of G.P. ophthalmologists caused some difficulty and the
fee was fixed on the understanding that not less than 95 per cent.
of the work would be carried out by ophthalmologists of specialist
status. The Ministry agreed that specialist status should include
anyone who held an ophthalmic diploma, even though they might
be engaged in general practice.

It has been stated that at the present time there is no possibility
of a patient obtaining glasses through the Service if he visits an
ophthalmologist privately. The Council has agreed that the ques-
tion shall be raised with the Ministry again and the matter taken
up with the Negotiating Committee.
The Ministry of Health has raised the question of the application

of Supplementary Ophthalmic Service fees to ophthalmologists
examining school children. The fee of 91 lls. 6d. was settled on
the basis that a refraction took half-an-hour. School children are
seen at a much faster rate and ophthalmologists carrying out this
work are receiving more money than they should. Representatives
of the Faculty are to discuss this matter with the Ministry of
Health and the Ministry of Education, and it has been agreed to
try and arrange for school clinic work to be carried out on a
sessional basis, the remuneration to be based on the Spens Report.
The remuneration for medical officers carrying out refraction

work in Hospital has been considered by the Council. Since the
appointed day the remuneration received has been 94 per half-day,
during which time six patients are seen, i.e., at the rate of 13s. 4d.

784

copyright.
 on M

ay 19, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://bjo.bm
j.com

/
B

r J O
phthalm

ol: first published as 10.1136/bjo.32.10.783 on 1 O
ctober 1948. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://bjo.bmj.com/


FACULTY OF OPHTHALMOLOGISTS
per patient. Payment under the Supplementary Service is /91 lls.6d.
per case. The Council has reiterated its opinion that the Supple-
mentary Service should not be carried out in Hospital and have
agreed that remuneration for refraction work in Hospital should
be on a sessional rate, based on the Spens Report. It has been
decided to take the matter up with the Ministry of Health, together
with various other points regarding the establishment of the
Ophthalmic Sub-Committees of the Regional Boards, the position
of the dispensing opticians in Hospitals and the employment of
refracting opticians in Hospitals under the Final Service.
With regard to the circular issued by the B.M.A. requesting

ophthalmic surgeons to place their names on a list in connection
with the Supplementary Ophthalmic Service and stating that this
did not entail taking part in the Service, it has been decided to
point out to the Ministry of Health and to the B.M.A. that such a
list cannot be regarded as representing those members of the
specialty capable or desirous of taking part in the Final Service nor
can it be regarded as comprehensive.
As regards remuneration for teaching, it has been agreed to

refer the matter to the Negotiating Committee and the Royal
College of Surgeons' Council and to press for the implementation
of the Spens Report, which regards provisions for clinical work
and teaching as entirely separate. It has been pointed out that in
the Spens Committee the representative of the University Grants
Committee was unwilling to discuss the remuneration for teaching.
The following resolution, passed at a meeting of a hundred

ophthalmologists held during the Oxford Ophthalmological Con-
gress, has been received by the Council

"That the Ophthalmic Group Committee (or the Section of
the Negotiating Committee dealing with ophthalmic matters)
should be urged to provide fuller and more prompt information
to Ophthalmologists who felt themselves to be inadequately
served in this matter."

It has been agreed that, in the autumn, a memorandum should be
circulated to all members of the Faculty, giving the present
political position regarding ophthalmology.
The fee payable to ophthalmic surgeons for the examination of

cases referred by Medical Boards has been raised. The present
fee is 15s. per case. The Council is of the opinion that this service
should come within the Supplementary Ophthalmic Service and
that the fee should be 61 lls. 6d. per case.
With regard to the question of the lectures in ophthalmology at

the Royal College of Surgeons, it has been agreed that it would
be better to have seven or eight lectures at intervals during the year
rather than to have a fortnightly course of lectures. This sugges-
tion is to be considered by the Royal College of Surgeons.
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