
partially disappeared.' There-was some brownish discolouration of.
the subconjunctival tissues at the upper part of the sciera. Suddenly
the proptosis iftcreasej again, the upper lid became more swollen
and local pain indicated a beginning of inflammatory reaction. No
elevated temperature. This subsided with penicillin and sulpha-
diazine. When I saw her last (about three months after the first
examination) there was no exophthalmos, but optic atrophy and
pigmentary and degenerative changes in the macula. The eye
was 'blind. The explanation seems to me, a spontaneous orbital
haemorrhage which produced an arterial occlusion and venous
thrombosis.

I wish to thank Dr. Traquair for the help he has given me in

reporting this case.
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ANNOTATION

Medical False Quantities
At first sight our title might seem to indicate errors on the dis-

pensing of medicines, but we may as well confess that our reflections
this month are devoted to the false pronunciation of classical words.
It is a matter on which the writer can speak with some authority,
for if there is a chance of making a false quantity he can be relied
upon to make it nine times out of ten.
To be candid, he resembles Macaulay's friend who never knew

the difference between an aphorism and an apophthegm, and could
be relied upon to make a dozen false quantities in as many lines of
print.

Medical terms offer almost unlimited scope for the habit.
Perhaps the one most usually made by every one is the shin bone.
Even doctors who are classical scholars talk about a fractured
tlbia. But if you turn to the VIIIth Eclogue of Virgil you finid
that the word is a dactyl and that the first " i " is long. Angina,
with the "i" long, is another false quantity that has come into
common parlance. In classical verse it is "angina" with a short "i ".
The late Mr. Herbert Fisher once told the writer of an occasion on
which he harrowed the soul of a famous schoolmaster by making a
false quantity in speaking of the pituitary gland. Had he done this
as a schoolboy the results might have been eveni more distressing
than they were. After all, what does it matter ? In dealing with
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FACULTY OF OPHTHALMOLOGISTS

sick people a good clinical sense will be foun'd of greater value than
a knowledge of quantities, true or false. Many years ago a great
classical scholar, a physician, was contemptuously spoken of as not
knowing inflammation when he saw it. His knowledge of Homer
and other classical authors had not helped him to appreciate inflam-
mation. We confess that we have a good deal, of sympathy with
Thomas Holbrook, the yeoman farmer in "Cranford" who talked
about Lord Birron for Byron and pronounced the name of Goethe
by sounding every vowel. And had we by any chance been asked
to account for Dante's name of Alighieri at school we should
certainly have given Miss Wirt's notion in the Book of Snobs, that
he must have come from Algiers!

FACULTY OF OPHTHALMOLOGISTS

THE following is the Honorary Secretary's summary of the
business conducted at the last Council meeting held on October 8.
When it was discovered that extremely high figures were being

claimed in fees for the examination of school children, the Ministry,
after communication with the Honorary Secretary of the Faculty
and the British Medical Association, issued a circular explaining
the situation and postponing all payments until a figure had been
agreed. At a meeting of the Ophthalmic Sub-Committee of the
Negotiating Committee with the Ministry of Health it was agreed
that the school medical service should come under the hospital
service by March 31, 1949, and that in the meantime a fee of
6 guineas per session should be paid, subject to Treasury approval.

In spite of the strong recommendations of the delegates at this
meeting, the Minister remained adamant that glasses prescribed
privately should not be obtained free within the Service.

It has been agreed that opticians working under the Supplemen-
tary Ophthalmic Service should refer to ophthalmic surgeons all
cases which did not achieve a visual acuity of 6/6.
The Ministry has suggested that hospitals should negotiate with

dispensing opticians over the basis for employment. The Faculty's
representatives at the meeting with the Ministry urged that this
should be on a sessional and not a capitation basis.

It was learnt that the Ministry was negotiating with the ophthal-
mic opticians over the details of employment in hospitals and that
ophthalmologists would be informed when the negotiation were
complete.
The Ministry of Health has asked for nominations to a Committee

to consider the question of the registration of opticians. These are
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