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HARRY Moss TRAQUAIR
DR. HARRY Moss TRAQUAIR died on November 14, 1954, at the age of 79. With his death,
ophthalmology loses one of her elite. He stood among the few who have, by their lasting
contributions to our knowledge, achieved true international eminence.

The younger son of the late R. H. Traquair, F.R.S., Dr. Traquair was torn in Edinburgh
in 1875 and was educated at Edinburgh Academy, at the University of Halle, and at the
University of Edinburgh. During the third or fourth year of his study at Edinburgh
University he developed tuberculosis, a misfortune which again affected him during the
latter part of his life and was, ultimately, to deprive us of his wisdom and counsel. For
this reason he decided to take a post in the Orange Free State, where he remained until he
was 21 years of age.

Returning to Edinburgh just before the commencement of the ]Boer War, he took the
degree of M.B., C.M. in 1901, with first-class Honours, and the D.P.H. in the following
year. In 1903 he obtained the M.D. and in 1904 he was elected a Fellow of the Royal
College of Surgeons of Edinburgh. He was appointed an ophthalmic surgeon to the
Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh in 1927 and a Lecturer in Diseases ofthe Eye, in the Univer-
sity of Edinburgh, in the same year.

He was President of the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh during the period
1939 to 1941, President of the Ophthalmological Society of the United Kingdom during the
years 1943 and 1944, and a member of the Council of the Faculty of Ophthalmologists.
On his retirement from active practice he was elected the first Honorary Member of the
Faculty. Dr. Traquair was also a member of the Senatus Academicus of the University
of Edinburgh from 1932 to 1941, and he served on the University Court from 1941 to
1949. He contributed widely to the literature of ophthalmology and was awarded the
Middlemore Prize in 1920, the Doyne Memorial Medal in 1922, and the Mackenzie
Memorial Medal in 1939.

Having received his first medical training in general practice, Dr. Traquair brought to
ophthalmology not only a brilliant academic brain and a natural ability in operative
surgery, but a broad clinical outlook which governed his thought throughout his life.
Although he was the author of many papers, hi^s most outstanding contribution to medical
knowledge was the work which culminated in the publication, in 1927, of " An Introduc-
tion to Clinical Perimetry ", of which the 6th edition was published in 1949. This book was,
in fact, an amplification of his Middlemore Prize Essay for 1920 on " Perimetry (inclusive
of Scotometry), its Methods and its Value to the Ophthalmic Surgeon ". A rich storehouse
of painstaking personal observations, carefully selected, this book has become a world
classic, and deals with a branch of ophthalmology with which the name of Traquair will
always be associated. In his later years Dr. Traquair suffered a long period of painful
illness which he endured bravely and philosophically. To the end he retained a charac-
teristic interest in all that was happening in the progress of research work in ophthal-
mology.

In 1905, while travelling to Ventersburg, Dr. Traquair met Beatrix Nairn who was on
her way to New Zealand. They were married in the following year, at Pourerere, and
lived at Ventersburg.until their return to Edinburgh in 1908. He is survived by his wife
and by a son and daughter of their marriage.
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