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Text Book of Ophthalmology, Volume VI. Injuries. By SIR STEWART DUKE-ELDER. 1954.
Pp. 1198 +xxviii, 1145 illus. (144 col.). Kimpton, London. (lOSs.).

To describe this volume " with honour due " would require something that the reviewer lacks.
It would need

An eloquence scarce given to mortals, new,
And undebased by praise of meaner things,

because Sir Stewart's new work enormously adds to the debt which ophthalmologists owe him,
whatever may be their native language. Before he has read many pages, every reader will surely
feel a surge of gratitude at being supplied with such a wealth of cumulative experience, and so rich
an array of pictures. Sir Stewart has generously acknowledged the help given by his colleagues
at the Institute of Ophthalmology in London University, and Dr. Norman Ashton and Dr. Peter
Hansell deserve high praise for the illustrations prepared in their departments. Other splendid
pictures have come from different countries, especially the United States; and all these adjuncts
have been utilised with first-rate technical skill. The task of preparing the bibliographies alone
must have been stupendous, and the outcome is worthy of congratulation. Moreover, the
publisher's reader and proof-readers have acted as the finest of combs, because errors and
misprints are remarkably scarce. The firm of Henry Kimpton hag good reason to feel proud of
this volume.
The reader's gratitude will therefore be extended to a number of other people besides Sir Stewart,

and as he reads on, his gratitude will grow; but before long that emotion will be intermingled with
wonder at the range of Sir Stewart's exposition. Loyally and efficiently though the author has
been served by his helpers, the fact remains that he did all the writing. If we survey the literature
of other branches of medicine, we shall find that the great comprehensive systems are written by
teams of authors. Hence arise inequality of performance, lack of correlation, and other dis-
advantages which can admittedly be reduced by careful editorship; but no editor, however devoted,
can rival the work of a single genius. As well expect committees to compose a Churchillian oration.
In various ways, subtly and unobtrusively, Sir Stewart keeps reminding us about related subjects
in other parts of this volume and of the preceding five, so that the reader's path is smoothed not
only by the uniformity of scope and method, but also by the book's close-knit texture. To use
another metaphor we may liken each successive section to a pebble from which, if it drops into a
lake, ripples will spread fore and aft. Nearly every paragraph is evocative, and the author does not
let us forget basic pathological principles, and those important vascular changes which are alike
evident after physical and chemical injuries. Much of Sir Stewart's philosophy is summed up in
the paragraph connecting p. 5762 with p. 5763.

In a work of such consistently high level it may seem unnecessary to select separate items, but
special mention should be made of Chapter LXIV (pp. 6125-6325) which so authoritatively deals
with intra-ocular foreign bodies. Here we find admirable guidance on treatment, and wise counsel
about prognosis, as well as a particularly fine description of chalcosis. Chapter LXXI (pp. 6581-
6861) can without exaggeration be called a masterpiece, because here the author conveys a mass
of varied information without once losing his grip on our attention. One astonishing feature is
the up-to-dateness of the material. The labour of preparing so large a book often precludes the
insertion of recent items, but Sir Stewart and his publisher have managed to deal with papers
appearing in 1953 and even 1954, as exemplified by pp. 6852-4, in which he describes the role of
sanguinarine in epidemic dropsy complicated by glaucoma.

Let it not be assumed that the paragraphs in small type should be skipped. Some of the rare
diseases therein described are of particular interest, e.g., galactosaemia on p. 6813. Sir Stewart's
sense of proportion prevents him from lingering too long in the bypaths of knowledge, but he is
well aware that the citation of curiosities can serve to amuse his readers, and speed them on to
more substantial fare. We have all heard of "black-out", but "red-out" (p. 6883) will be news
to some of us. So will tobacco amblyopia afflicting Australian horses who have nibbled the plant
Nicotiana suaveolea (p. 6838). Cervical migraine (p. 6368) will be unfamiliar to many and
maladie de la canne de Provence (p. 6748) to most readers. How many of us knew that a jet of
water from a fire hose could neatly enucleate an eyeball (p. 5943), or that the lacrimal gland might
prolapse after a collision between two girls playing basket-ball (p. 5959). The reviewer was un-
aware that rodent ulcer of the cornea had been reported as a sequel of burning by chloroform
(p. 6611), and that cataract extraction had provoked poliosis of the brows and lashes (p. 6354).
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Some will be disquieted to hear that the variety of objects left inside an eye during operation
(p. 6153) almost rivals that of intra-ocular foreign bodies entering by accident (p. 6160-1). Another
alarming piece of information is that lead poisoning can be inflicted by a hat (p. 6775). Refraction
changes in diabetes have been recognized for a long time, and were indeed the subject of Sir
Stewart's first contribution to this journal nearly 30 years ago, but he now reminds us that transient
myopia may arise from the administration of arsenicals (p. 6783) or sulphonamides (p. 6834).
Volume VI is unreservedly recommended, not only as a work of reference dealing with ocular

injuries, but also as a source of joy to all who love ophthalmology. It is difficult to see how any
one could improve upon the author's description of radiational cataract (pp. 6557-73) or the evol-
ution of retinal holes (p. 5846). Nor can one imagine that anybody else could have planned the
chapters with such masterly judgment. All things great and small, from the fearful hazards of
atomic warfare (pp. 6575-9) to the perils of glamour-cosmetics (p. 6692), come under Sir Stewart's
gaze.

No man hath walked along our roads with step
So active, so inquiring eye, or tongue
So varied in discourse.

The series of affectionate tributes to his former teachers make charming preludes to Sir Stewart's
new chapters. Similar protraits have appeared in the earlier volumes, and it is significant that, with
all the achievemnents that stand to his credit, he can still accord such generous praise to other
people's work. How good it is to know that Volume VI will not after all be the last of this stately
series. Half-a-dozen may be a good round number, but seven is more satisfying, not merely
on account of its mystical significance, but because it conjures up those other Seven Wonders of
the World.

Anatomy of the Eye and Orbit. By EUGENE WOLFF. 4th. ed., 1954. Pp. viii + 492,
406 illus. (inc. 52 col.). Lewis, London. (63s.).

The review of a posthumous book is often difficult: de mortuis nil nisi bonum. But when
the book is an excellent exposition of a subject wherein the author was an acknowledged
master, the task is easy. Wolff's name will long be remembered for his work on the
anatomy of the eye, and this text-book, which first appeared in 1933 and has now reached
its fourth edition, incorporates much of his own researches and his personal assessment
of the work of others. The book is already generally recognized as a classic and in the
present edition has been considerably enlarged and improved. A large amount of new
matter has been added, particularly concerning the anatomy of Schlemm's canal and the
limbus, the minute structure of the skin of the lids, the lower visual pathways, the blood
supply of the ocular motor nerves, and gonioscopic appearances at the angle of the
anterior chamber. Moreover, eighty new illustrations have been incorporated, many of
them derived from the Institute of Ophthalmology. The book is without question the best
modern treatise on the anatomy of the eye and orbit; it is indispensable for the student;
it is beautifully produced and profusely illustrated; it is a living demonstration that
man's work and ideas are more lasting than man himself. It is a tragedy that the author's
untimely death means that this edition will be the last that will come from his pen.

Augenhohlenplastik. By ISTVAN CSAPODY. 1953. Pp. 102, 71 figs, bibl. Akademiai
Kiado, Budapest.

This mongraph describes the author's method in the plastic repair of contracted sockets,
with a brief review of the history of such operations.
The method consists in inserting a whole-thickness skin graft sutured on to an ingenious

metal speculum into the prepared socket. The procedure is clearly described and well
illustrated, and is said to give a high percentage of successful results.
The operation is not technically difficult and in view of the liability of stent or plastic

moulds to be extruded, the instrument described would seem to worthy of a trial.
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