
ANNOTATIONS

during the war, at home and overseas, from the examination of
large numbers of candidates and pilots in the Air Service, and upon
that of the medical representatives of the Air Ministry who attended
International Conferences in Rome and Paris. The standards
decided upon by the war-time examiners were of necessity more or
less arbitrary, but it speaks highly for the judgment of the medical
officers concerned that on the return of the delegates from the
conferences little or no alteration in these standards was immediately
necessary.
An extract from the "Convention relating to International Air

Navigation, 1919," contains the medical requirements agreed upon
at the convention. It gives, in clearly and succinctly expressed
general terms, the conditions which will render candidates eligible
or ineligible, with a final paragraph stating that " each contracting
state may raise the conditions set forth as it deems fit, but these
minimal requirements shall be maintained internationally."

In the introductory paragraphs the Air Ministry, with a broad
mindedness all too uncommon in government documents, say that
" although great advances have been made towards accurate
estimation' of efficiency (of candidates) both mental and physical,
this science is still in its infancy, and therefore-it is undesiraNle to
lay down hard and fast standards. Indeed, it is the object of these
notes, while acting as a general guide, to leave the final word to
medical judgment and common sense."
Of the sections dealing with the medical examination of can-

didates that on "eye examination" is of chief inlterest to our
readers. It contains directions for the employment of tests for
vision, colour vision, heterophoria, convergence power, and fields
of vision. Considered as an outline of instructions they may escape
criticism, especially as it is stated that " doubtful cases should be
referred for examination by a specialist."

Although the standard of visual acuity required is stated to be
6/6 with each eye, the Air Ministry express the opinion which will
probably be generally endorsed, that in certain suitable cases this
standard may be relaxed for civilian aviators, but that it should not
be below 6/9 and 6/12, " correctable " -to 6/6 with glasses.

Normal colour vision is, of course, deemed essential. The
" apparatus required " for examination for defective colour vision is
the Board of Trade test lamp.

Bloom v. Cawley
The facts of a case recently decided in the Manchester City

Police Court deserve to be widely known. The parties concerned
were Maurice Bart Bloom, managing director of Messrs. Bloom's,
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Limited, opticians, of London, Liverpool, Manchester, and else-
where, and a Mr. John Cawley, of Didsbury, who ordered on
December 6, 1919, from Bloom's local branch, a pair of bifocal
spherical spectacles for six guineas, sight testing free. Mr. Cawley,
thinking the price charged excessive, secured quotations elsewhere,
and found that the average cost of glasses as supplied by Bloom's,
Limited, to him was £4. He placed the matter before the local
profiteering committee, which ordered a refund of £2 6s. and
directed a prosecution. Bloom's, Limited, appealed against the
decision, but the appeal was dismissed by the Tribunal, and the
prosecution took place. In the upshot the defendant was fined
£50 and £25 costs. It was brought out in evidence that although
styling themselves " eyesight specialists," the folk who ran the
Manchester branch of the business were all quite without qualifica-
tion as opticians, the only qualification they might be said to possess
was that of being able to sell spectacles. The manager of the
Liverpool branch, who was called, had to admit that the "most
enlightened and complete optical service ever known in this old
country,"' was conducted by three girls, one lad, and himself, and
he was unqualified from an optical point of view. It was brought
out in Court that the glasses supplied by Bloom's, Limited, to Mr.
Cawley were of very defective workmanship-the edging of one
lens showed two gaps, and the other lens was decentered 5 mm.
down and out, producing the effect of a prism. One expert witness,
indeed, stated that he had "never seen such a badly made pair of
Kryptok spectacles."

ABSTRACTS

I.-METHODS OF MEASURING HETEROPHORIA

(I) Weymouth, Frank W. (Leland.Stanford Junior University.)
An experimental comparison of three common methods of
measuring heterophoria. Ophthalmic Record, June I9I6.

(i) Weymouth made a comparison of the results obtained in
measuring the heterophoria, at a distance of 7 metres, of twelve
persons by the von Graefe test, the Maddox rod, and by a
modification of the parallax test. The results show that, when
conducted with certain precautions, all the methods give accurate
and consistent measurements Which differ sq little as to make the
choice of method a matter of indifference. In the matter of
variability the von Graefe test showed a swnall but constant
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