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BOOK REVIEW

Ophthalmology. By P. D. TREVOR-ROPER. 1955. Lloyd-Luke, London. Pp. 656,
450 ilus. (75s.).

The purpose of this volume is to present within a reasonable compass the textual
requirements of diploma students. If one regretfully accepts the fact that at this stage
of their career many studentswill confine their reading to the bare minimum that will
enable them to pass their examination, this book goes far to meet their need. The
essentials of anatomy, embryology, physiology, optics, and refraction are given in the
first three sections of the book, while the other two sections, comprising rather more
than half the volume, deal with diseases of the outer and inner eye. Of the content of
the first three sections, the chief criticism is that the mathematical exposition of the
basic principles of reflection and refraction, especially in so far as compound lens
systems are concerned, is too condensed and therefore not sufficiently clear for the
student whose memory does not go back to the days when he studied physics. The
last two sections suffer inevitably from the evils of compression, particularly evident in
the last chapter on diseases of the visual pathways. On the whole the eclecticism of
presentation is good but the space, albeit small, devoted to the description of such
rarities as Salzmann's corneal dystrophy and the Fanconi syndrome might have been
used to better purpose.

In the introduction the author states that he has tried to adhere to the current
teaching and practice at Moorfields and its Institute, and pleads that, wherein he has
erred from this, large rivers like the Nile have many mouths which cannot be in unison
all the time. It may be hoped that the mouth through which flow the turbid waters of
inattention to detail is usually silted up and mute. There are mistakes in the illustra-
tions on pages 112, 188, and 239. The sebaceous glands related to the hair follicles
are named eponymously after Zeis. The student will find a loupe of the power given
(6-10 D) of questionable value. There is a marked discrepancy between the textual
description of Snellen's sutures and the illustrations depicting them on the opposite page.
Typhoid-antityphoid bacilli are not familiar as a means of inducing pyreto-therapy,
while evenif correctly designated a standard initial intravenous dosage of 25M may
appear over-generous in view of reported fatalities with less than this amount. The.
ultimate visual prognosis in angioid streaks is considerably less happy than is suggested
in the text, and if it is really necessary to drag in the elastic men of the circus, surely in
the interests of accuracy it is preferable to describe them as capitalizing not this
affliction but the correct one, the Ehlers-Danlos syndrome.

In general, the selection of the illustrations is excellent, while their reproduction and
the format of the book are up to the very high standards associated with its publishers.
Criticism of a book written with serious intent must always be a matter of regret. It
may be hoped that the defects of this one are but teething troubles to be corrected in
subsequent editions. With the pruning of certain extravagances in style, a better
balance could be achieved in the clinical section by the provision of more space, without
enlarging the book, and without omitting anything essential already contained therein.
It would then be of greater value to the examination-ridden student. The serious
student would profit too if the semi-facetious irrelevancies scattered throughout the
book were omitted.
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