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OBITUARY

ROBERT FOSTER MOORE, O.B.E., M.A., B.CHIR.CANTAB., F.R.C.S., J.P.

Mr. R. Foster Moore, consulting eye surgeon to St. Bartholomew's Hospital and
consulting surgeon to Moorfields Eye Hospital, died at his home at Bemerton on March
1, 1963, at the age of 85.

Foster was a man held in high regard and warm affection by his many friends, by his
colleagues, and by generations of young men-assistants, house-surgeons, and students-
whom he taught by word and example.

His distinguished career began at Cambridge towards the end of the last century when
he entered the university as a scholar of Christ's College. In 1900 he was placed in the
first class in part I of the Natural Sciences Tripos, and in 1901 in the second class of
part II. In the anthropological laboratories at Cambridge he did some valued research
work on the head of an Australian native. While an undergraduate he saved two
women from drowning in the frozen Cam, and for this courageous act was awarded the
Royal Humane Society's medal. Throughout his life he had a deep and enduring love
of Cambridge.
From Cambridge he went to St. Bartholomew's Hospital as a scholar. He qualified

in 1904 and became house-surgeon to Sir D'Arcy Power. In 1906 he became F.R.C.S.
From 1907 to 1913 he was demonstrator of anatomy, and during this time won a well-
deserved reputation for lucid and incisive teaching, which endured throughout his
hospital career. His sustained memory for the details of human and comparative
anatomy was remarkable. In 1913 he gained the Lang Research Scholarship, and in
1914 the Middlemore Prize.
The 1914-18 war came at a critical time in his early struggles in practice. As a Captain

in the R.A.M.C. he was appointed officer in charge of the B.E.F. ophthalmic centre at
Etaples. In moments of comparative tranquillity in France he acquired considerable
skill as a water-colour artist. For his services in the Army he was appointed O.B.E. and
was mentioned in despatches.

His book on " Medical Ophthalmology", first published in 1922, with a second edition
in 1925, was a classic in its time. In 1927 he gave the Montgomery Lecture at Trinity
College, Dublin, and in 1949 he chose proptosis as the subject of his Middlemore Lecture
at Birmingham. He was President of the Ophthalmological Society of the United
Kingdom in 1936.

After he retired from his hospital appointment in 1937, he acted as examiner for the
Conjoint Board and the University of London; he served as a consultant to the Ministry
of Supply; and he was a member of the Ministry of Health's committee on possible
substitutes for cocaine.
He retired to a house at Bemerton beside a stretch of the river Nadder where as a keen

fisherman he exercised his skill in casting for trout and occasionally salmon. He was
expert in grafting plants and trees. I think that his best water-colour of land and sea
was painted about the age of 83.
He was elected Justice of the Peace for Wiltshire in 1943, and during the 1939-45 war

served in the Home Guard.
Foster Moore's many contributions to ophthalmic medicine and surgery won him an

international reputation. He had a wide interest in scientific advances, in medicine, and
other fields. Foster Moore was a man of absolute integrity in all he did. Showmanship,
humbug, and matters which savoured of pseudo-science he treated with a scorn which was
uninhibited and amusing. A whimsical sense of humour enriched his dealing with
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people in divers walks of life. He possessed in full measure the finest qualities of a
surgeon-exquisite craftsmanship, imperturbability, ingenuity, and resource. In eye
surgery, in anatomical dissection, and in drawing and painting he acquired perfect
ambidexterity, a rare achievement.
For much of his life he suffered with characteristic courage, stoicism, and patience

from a recurrent, severe, and intractable neuralgia affecting one side of the head and orbit.
On his retirement from St. Bartholomew's Hospital, the Foster Moore Club was

founded by his old house-surgeons who met annually to dine their chief. This dinner was
always well attended-a tribute to the high regard and affection in which he was held.
His memory will endure with all who knew him and admired his many fine qualities as
a man and a surgeon. H.B.S.

H. C. WESTON

H. C. Weston, who had worked at the Institute from its inception in his capacity of
Director of the M.R.C. Group for Research in Occupational Optics, died on Ma-rch 4,
1963. Busier than ever since his retirement in 1959, he appeared to be in the best of health
before Christmas, but went to hospital with cardiac trouble last February.
Weston was unique in his grasp of the apparently academic problems of vision and their

application to everyday life. His work on visual performance is a classic, and forms the
basis of the Code promulgated by the Illuminating Engineering Society, which underlies
the illumination of operating theatres, hospital wards, schools, factories, etc. His book
"Light, Sight, and Efficiency" is one of the pillars of the practice of industrial ophthal-
mology, and a new edition has recently been published under the title of " Sight, Light,
and Work". The public will remember him incognito for his contribution to the manner
in which Belisha beacons are used in connexion with zebra crossings.

Weston's work received recognition: he was awarded the O.B.E. in 1959, and the I.E.S.
Gold Medal in 1961. More tacitly, his memory will always be held in high regard for his
self-effacing modesty, his readiness to help other, especially younger, colleagues, and his
impish smile.
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