
Brit. J. Ophthal. (1964) 48, 698.

BOOK REVIEWS

Modem Ophthalmology, Vols. III and IV. Edited by A. SORSBY. 1964. Pp. 1093, 595 figs., 7
coloured plates. Butterworth, London. (£12 12s.)

These two volumes, which complete the series Modern Ophthalmology edited by Arnold Sorsby,
are devoted to localized diseases of the eye itself. They are written by 24 authors-16 British,
6 American, 1 Canadian, and 1 Singalese. The third volume deals with functional anomalies of
the eye (refraction, squint, defective colour vision, and night blindness), developmental defects,
tumours, injuries, and infections; and the fourth with "Diseases of Multiple or Indefinite Origin"
(a curious combination which includes glaucoma, cataract, uveitis, retinal detachment, affections
of the optic nerve and " other affections"), diseases of the adnexa, and finally, specialized forms of
treatment which embrace radiotherapy, physiotherapy, and surgery. Among these the apportion-
ing of space may seem somewhat peculiar. The vast and very important clinical subject of infec-
tions of the conjunctiva and associated infections of the cornea, for example, occupies 15 pages,
while the equally important subject of squint is allocated 102 pages. The arrangement itself is
somewhat disconcerting, giving, for example, the writer-or the reader-of the section on "Other
Affections" within the chapter on "Diseases of Indefinite Origin" a task in orientation which
resembles an acrobatic feat. Any arrangement, however, particularly one with a primarily
aetiological basis, must have its breakdowns.
On the whole, the two volumes are good and the entire series of four volumes gives a useful

survey of ophthalmology, too elaborate for the student but suitable for the junior specialist. To
pick out individual chapters may be invidious, but those on intra-ocular tumours, by F. C. Blodi of
Iowa, on glaucoma, by H. S. Sugar of Detroit (with all of which, however, everyone would not
agree), on radiotherapy, by M. Lederman of London, and on physical therapy, by P. Bauwens and
S. D. M. Walters of London, are very valuable summaries of present knowledge of the subjects
with which they deal; others are not so good; but that is the habit of books of multiple authorship.

Perhaps the most disappointing feature of the book is the inadequacy and uninformative nature
of many of the illustrations.

Color Atlas of Anterior Segment Eye Diseases. By IRA A. ABRAHAMSON Jr. 1964. Pp. 154,
112 coloured plates. McGraw-Hill, New York and London. (£10)

This Atlas with its 672 Kodachrome photographs is interesting and unique and as a source of
teaching material is excellent. It is extraordinarily complete, containing coloured illustrations of a
very high standard of most of the ocular diseases that it is possible to photograph, which affect the
lids, conjunctiva, cornea, anterior chamber, iris, lens, and orbit, including glaucoma and strabismus.
It ranges from such common conditions as a foreign body on the cornea or a stye to such varieties as
asteroid hyalitis involving vitreous in the anterior chamber or a laceration of the upper lid caused
by a human bite. The photography is so good that it allows such lesions as a combined corneal
dystrophy of Fuchs or an epithelial ingrowth to be clearly recognized in their relatively early
stages. Faults are few. It is to be hoped, for example, that in a future edition the hyperplastic
conjunctival reaction in vernal catarrh will be described as consisting of papillae rather than
follicles. The book is a credit to the technical expertise both of the author and the publisher.

An Essay on Colour Vision. By A. LINKSZ. 1964. Pp. 254, 53 figs. Grune & Stratton, New
York and London. ($15)

On reading this book one is lost in admiration at the author's erudition and understanding of this
intricate subject. He makes his position abundantly clear: "Hering's theory ... is built on the
only sound basis-the facts of vision. Electrophysiological experiments can corroborate only
what sensory experience has proved-not overrule it." The theory is based on such "facts" as
pigments with properties which the author states are as yet undiscovered. The meaning of the
term "valence", freely used, is elusive, and there is some confusion between receptors and sensa-
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tions. But if everyone will not agree with the author's outlook it can nonetheless be applauded
as a literary exercise of great merit. For there are people who hug theories of colour vision as
others hug mistresses or even religions, and it would be folly to argue with either; for such, and
for those who wish to see at least one facet of this complex story, our recommendation to read this
book can be ardent. But not at a price of almost £6.

Pediatric Ophthalmology. Edited by L. BYERLEY HOLT. 1964. Pp. 403,63 figs. Henry Kimpton,
London. (90s.)

This relatively small book written by 32 American clinicians is somewhat difficult to read as a
connected whole, partly because of the curious arrangement of its contents, a difficulty not eased
by somewhat incomplete indexing. Much of it is sketchy and too much of it resolves itself into
little more than tabulations which, although a salutary reminder to the student, do not go far to help
the clinician in difficulty with a difficult case. Some of the chapters are good, such as those on the
causes and treatment of the difficulties experienced by children in reading or the management of
children in hospitals, wherein a plea is made that one of the parents should accompany the child.
The several chapters on concomitant strabismus and its treatment by orthoptic techniques are
informative but the reader finds little about non-comitant squint. Other subjects in paediatric
ophthalmology receive scant attention: glaucoma is dealt with in four pages, phlyctenular con-
junctivitis in two separate half pages wherein much the same is said in two different chapters,
syphilitic interstitial keratitis is equally shortly discussed (with little stress on the accompanying
uveitis), rubella is allocated five lines (not indexed) and Toxocara infections are not mentioned.
The chapter on grafting (one and a half pages) is merely a list of potential diseases wherein such
surgical techniques can be used, without any guide as to the indications for surgery, and trans-
plantation of a lens from a donor eye is given as much prominence as a donor cornea, while in the
treatment of progressive myopia in children worsening is claimed to be checked by a scleral graft
embracing the globe antero-posteriorly to support the macular area. The volume is an example of
multiple authorship run so wild and so editorially uncontrolled as to serve little philosophic purpose.

Diagnostic Procedures in Pediatric Ophthalmology. Edited by L. APT. 1963. Pp. 335, 64 figs.
Churchill, London. (83s. 6d.)

This volume is a reprint of International Ophthalmology Clinics, volume 3, December, 1963
which has been reviewed in Ophthalmic Literature, 17, 4120, 1963 (Sept., 1964).

CORRIGENDUM
"Aqueous Flow Measurements in Man by the Perilimbal Suction Cup Technique. I. Observa-

tions in Normal Subjects and Cases of Glaucoma", by Margaret R. Chandler, Brit. J. Ophthal.,
1964, 48, 423. Table III, p. 429, column k (pi./min.), last line: P>0.1 should read P<0.001.
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