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BOOK REVIEWS

Modem Ophthalmology. Edited by A. SORSBY. 1963.
Vol. I. Basic Aspects. Pp. 531, 277 figs. Butterworth, London. (£6 10s.)
Vol. II. Systemic Aspects. Pp. 716, 271 figs, 21 col. pl. Butterworth, London. (£7 10s.)

The first two volumes of four intended to comprise a series on "Modern Ophthalmology",
written by a large number of contributors, and planned and directed by Arnold Sorsby as editor,
have now appeared. The first volume deals with the basic sciences and the second with the
systemic aspects of ocular disorders. The remaining two volumes will discuss diseases of the globe
and its adnexa and include special forms of treatment.
The first volume, introduced by an interesting short survey of the history of ophthalmology, is

written by Sorsby and may be regarded as a second edition of the author's previously published
manual on this subject. The second chapter, by Roger Warwick, describes the anatomy of the
orbit, the globe, and its central connexions. This is followed by a short outline of the embryology
by A. H. Keeney and some notes on comparative anatomy by J. H. Prince. The chapter on physiology
is likewise divided into three sections-the physiology of vision by J. M. Enoch, the intra-ocular
circulation and pressure by R. A. Moses, and the biochemistry of the eye by H. W. Reading.
The fourth chapter on optics is contributed by J. B. Davey. In the chapter on pharmacology,
A. Sorsby has written on the sulphonamides and antibiotics and I. H. Leopold on other drugs. The
sixth chapter deals with methods of examination by A. Palin and B. J. Bowden, with short ad-
denda on the measurement of the axial length of the globe by A. Sorsby and on electro-diagnostic
tests by A. I. Friedmann. The last chapter is a short contribution by A. Sorsby on the general
aetiology of ocular diseases with a note on auto-immunity by J. Colover. Seven of these authors are
British and five American.
The second volume is devoted to a discussion of the general diseases which have a bearing on

ocular pathology; it is essentially a third edition of the "Systemic Ophthalmology", edited by
Sorsby, the second edition of which appeared in 1958. The same subjects have been retained and
minor changes in authorship made; H. L. Birge has written on the influence of prematurity in the
causation of ocular anomalies, and R. Leishman and P. D. Trevor-Roper have taken over the section
dealing with the cardio-vascular and haemopoietic systems.

Like most books of multiple authorship the various chapters are somewhat unequal in their
value. Some of them-that on the aetiology of ocular diseases, for example, with its slightly more
than 7 pages-seem short and superficial compared with others-such as that on the physiology of
vision with 88 pages-and it would be difficult to argue that to the average ophthalmologist the
interest or importance of the two subjects is fairly reflected thus. But on the whole the two volumes
are of great value and interest and present a good up-to-date assessment of the subject.

Atlas of Diseases of the Eye. Vols 1 and 2. By R. THIEL. 1st English edition, 1963. Translated
from the old German Edition by DUPONT GUERRY III, WALTER J. GEERAETS, and HERBERT
WIESINGER. Pp. 673. 1881 figs. Elsevier, Amsterdam, London, and New York. (£37 10s.)

For more than a quarter of a century Thiel's "Atlas" has been the mainstay of ophthalmic
pictorial education in the medical schools of Central Europe. Appearing first in 1936 it has run
triumphantly through six German editions, each more elaborate and more useful than its successor
as increasing numbers of rare cases have appeared at the University Eye Clinic at Frankfurt and as
the cases originally included in the first edition have evolved to demonstrate the later stages of
disease. The final result is a very complete work, illustrating elaborately by drawings and photo-
graphs, most of them superbly reproduced in colour, most of the conditions the student requires
to study or the specialist may wish to verify as an aid in diagnosis. Much thought and artistry have
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been lavished on its making, and its usefulness is now much increased by translation into English
in two volumes by three American professors of ophthalmology with the assistance of the original
author.
The subject matter is arranged topographically. The first volume deals with the diseases of the

ocular adnexa, the outer eye, the iris, and the ciliary body, finishing with a short resume on ocular
injuries. The second volume is concerned with the remainder of the diseases of the inner eye
(choroid, retina, and optic nerve) with two short sections illustrating anomalies of the visual and
pupillary pathways and ocular motility. Each chapter is prefaced with a short description of the
appropriate anatomy, histology, physiology, and methods of examination, and, in addition to the
multitude of figures illustrating the clinical features of the various conditions, contains histo-
pathological material and brief texts to amplify the figures as well as short notes correlating the
ocular changes with events occurring in other parts of the body.

All this sounds good; only the price is the snag. In a book so comprehensive and so lavishly
produced, however, this is unfortunately unavoidable, and it is with regret that we learn that the
publishers consider that further editions will probably not appear since they expect the price in the
future to become prohibitive. In the meantime the individuals and the schools that can afford it
may look forward to an unusual treat, and the congratulations of the profession are due to Thiel,
to Gerhard Spitzer, the artist, to the translators, and also to the publishers.

Geography of Eye Diseases. By A. FUCHS. 1962. Pp. 162, 60 figs, bibl. Notring der wissen-
schaftlichen Verbande Osterreiches, Vienna. (100 sch.)

The study of the distribution of ocular diseases throughout the world is a fascinating subject
which has received too little attention. That great differences in their distribution occur is well
known, and the reason is often clear, particularly when the cause is infective and the agent limited
to a particular region, or when climatic factors have relevance. In many instances, however, the
reason for topographical variation is obscure: why, for example, is sympathetic uveitis rare in
Iceland, Malaya, and among the Australian aborigines and the Maoris of New Zealand, although
untended perforating injuries to the globe are common. One thing is certain: " geography " is an
inadequate term, for other factors not necessarily tied to locality may be of importance, such as the
genetic inheritance of races, and variations in culture and social habits, diet, and hygiene.
Fuchs has made a brave attempt to summarize the available information by circularizing a

questionnaire to hospitals in many countries of the world to give an analysis of the diseases seen
and the operations performed. It must be admitted, however, that the variations in hospital
practice and in their clientele in different countries is so great as to make such comparisons danger-
ous. The only reasonable way to make such an analysis would be by statistically significant surveys
of samples of the population. This, however, is a task so vast as to be at present impracticable.
The second part of the book is delightful. It is a fascinating collection of ophthalmological

oddities seen in various countries, ranging from the long eyebrows of Chinese philosophers to the
ocular pathology seen in Peruvian art.

Uveal Circulation and the Intra-ocular Pressure. (Uveadurchblutung und Augeninnendruck.)
By J. H. RODENHAUSER. 1963. Pp. 98, 52 figs, bibl. Enke, Stuttgart. (Bucherei des
Augenarztes, Supp. 42 to Klin. Mbl. Augenheilk.) (DM. 14)

After a detailed description of the anatomy and physiology of the ocular vascular system in the
cat and rabbit, the author presents his experimental researches in ocular circulatory problems. He
uses a thermal method based on the fact that the blood stream is the main factor in convecting body
heat.
A heat-producing thermo-element and, at a distance from it, a heat-registering thermo-element

were placed on the surface of the sclera (exposed through a section of conjunctiva and Tenon's
capsule) and the heat conductivity was measured with a fluvograph. Simultaneously blood pressure
and intra-ocular pressure were recorded. After establishing a pattern for normal conditions in
the cat and rabbit, experiments were performed by changing the physiological factors (blood
pressure, sympathectomy, etc.) or by injecting drugs (adrenaline, Priscol, etc.) into the blood
stream.
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Questions and Answers in Ophthalmology. By H. D. WRIGHT. 1964. Pp. 354, references.
Thomas, Springfield, Ill. ($10.75)

Question: Is this book worthwhile?
Answer: No.
Question: Are the questions well written?
Answer: No, many are exceedingly poorly written.
Questions: Are the questions informative?
Answer: Only rarely.
Question: Are the answers accurate?
Answer: Some are, many are not.
Question: Are all of the references up to date, obtainable, and authoritative?
Answer: Unfortunately no.
Question: What is the most monumental feature of this work?
Answer: The unjustifiably high price.
Question: For whom is this book to be recommended?
Answer: No one, especially not those interested in a thorough review ofcurrent ophthalmologic
knowledge, nor those preparing for board examinations, and least of all the attorney interested
in a valuable reference on the medico-legal problems of ophthalmology.

Vision. A Study of its Basis. By S. H. BARTLEY. 2nd edition, 1963. Pp. 350, 77 figs, bibl.
Hafner, New York and London. (£3)

In the prefatory historical perspective to this book, published in 1941, and now reprinted "with
corrections", Edwin G. Boring begins with the line "Dr. Bartley has written a hand-book on the
psychology of vision. Why?", and he then proceeds to answer his question. The book follows
in the footsteps of Porta, Boyle, Descartes, Newton, Porterfield, Goethe, Muller, von Helmholtz,
Hering, Aubert, Nagel, Parsons (who "stressed the British work too much at the expense of the
German"), and Troland. This is fine, but hardly definitive. Why reprint almost a quarter of a
century later? Why?
Reviewed from the point of view of 1941, this is an excellent text on vision, rather than the

physiology of vision, psycho- or otherwise. It introduces one with great expertise to such niceties
as the various types of apparent movement, and does more than justice to the contemporary views
on visual acuity, flicker, adaptation, and the like. But the reviewer foresees that between 1941 and
1963 enormous advances will be made in our understanding of visual resolving power, for we shall
learn how to stabilize the retinal image. The distribution of light in the latter will be determined
within less than 20 years by simple but elegant photographic means. Photochemistry will be
heard of with increasing frequency. In only 11 years we shall see experiments performed in the
living eye, the test-tube counterpart of which is too unimportant to be mentioned in the present
volume. Even electroretinography and neuro- and cortico-physiology will make hesitant move-
ments, which-to the worm-may appear to be giant strides. Progressive librarians who wish to
adorn the historical section of their shelvage should certainly obtain this book.

Papilloedema not of Cerebral Tumoural Origin. Stauungspapille bei nicht tumor6sen Hirnpro-
zessen.) By H. ALBRECHT. 1964. Pp. 94, 35 figs. Fischer Verlag, Jena (Samml. Zwang.
Abh. Gelo. Psychiat. Neurol., Suppl. 26). (DM. 14)

The author-himself a neurologist-proves the well-established fact that papilloedema is not
necessarily the result of a brain tumour. Statistics from the Munich University Eye Clinic show
that only 60 per cent. of papilloedema cases are associated with brain tumours. The author dis-
cusses all the possibilities of papilloedema which do not originate from brain tumours and describes
in detail sixteen personal cases.
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348NOE
Encyclopedia of Medical Radiology. Vol. VII, Part 2. Roentgen Diagnosis of the Skull. Edited

by L. DIETHELM and F. STRNAD. 1963. Pp. 1050, 966 figs, bibl. Springer-Verlag, Berlin.
(DM. 236.80)

This is the second part of the seventh volume of an "Encyclopedia of Medical Radiology"
covering the whole field of this subject in 19 volumes, which include both the roentgen diagnosis
of bones and soft tissues and radiation therapy in its widest aspects. The seventh volume deals
with the skull and this second part with the effects of trauma, the nose and sinuses, the temporal
bones, the orbit, the jaw, and the teeth. The section on the orbit, written by A. Beutel and A.
Tanzer, covers the development and anatomy of the bones, the osseous changes in such conditions
as oxycephaly, cyclopia, tumours, the blood vessels, inflammatory conditions, and, indeed, all
those pathological states wherein ocular, orbital, lacrimal, and circulatory changes can be demon-
strated radiographically, as well as the localization of foreign bodies. The book is extraordinarily
full, lavishly illustrated, and the literature is fully documented. The section of the orbit occupies
145 pages of which 24 are devoted to the bibliography.

NOTES

INSTITUTO BARRAQUER PRIZE AWARDS FOR OPHTHALMOLOGICAL ESSAYS
In 1964 a prize of 10,000 pts (equivalent of 165$ U.S.) will be awarded for the best essay sub-

mitted on an ophthalmological subject.
This prize is open to qualified medical practitioners under 40 years of age of any nationality,

regardless of whether they are Members of the Instituto Barraquer or not (Members of the Board
are not eligible as contestants).

Further details may be obtained from the Secretary, Instituto Barraquer, Laforja, 88, Barcelona,
Spain.
The closing date for sending in essays for this award is December 31, 1964.
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