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CORRESPONDENCE

OPHTHAINE (PROPARACINE HYDROCHLORIDE)
To the Editorial Committee of the BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY

SIRS-There has been widespread interest in this local anaesthetic since a paper appeared in the
February issue of the British Journal of Ophthalmology (1964, 48, 102). Although popular in the
United States, for some reason its efficiency had been overlooked in the United Kingdom.
However, it is necessary to clarify a point of ambiguity in relation to amylocaine mentioned in

the paper. This drug is marketed in the United States under the trade name of "Dorsacaine",
while in England it is called "Novesine", and is manufactured for Wander Ltd. in Switzerland.
The anaesthetic is well known and widely used.

Nevertheless, the point is an important one, for doctors on both sides of the Atlantic are con-
fronted with a mounting list of trade names for the same drug, the formula of which is too complex
to condense. Manufacturers also find it very difficult to obtain the same patent for a drug for
universal international use.
May I, therefore, enter a plea on behalf of doctors and manufacturers that international legis-

lation should come to the rescue and override this confusion.

Yours faithfully,
PETER V. RYCROFT

35 HARLEY STREET,
LONDON, W.I.
December 3, 1964.

BOOK REVIEWS

Recueil Pfriodique: Encyclop&die m&dico-chirurgicale. 1964. Editions techniques, Paris.

This is the 41st recueil pe'riodique to the Encyclopedie medico-chirurgicale. It contains articles
on the following subjects: light sense in normal and pathological subjects, by G.-E. Jayle
and J.-L. Vola; trachoma, by R. Nataf and G. Coscas; the vitreous body, by E. Bessiere; the eye
and professional clinical infections, by P. Bregeat and Ph. Demailly; and the eye and collagenous
diseases, also by Bregeat and Demailly. There are numerous additions to, and revisions of, articles
already in the encyclopaedia, bringing this up to date.

Visual Pigments in Man. By W. A. H. RUSHTON. 1962. Pp. 38, 16 figs. Charles C. Thomas,
Springfield, Ill. ($3.75)

The Sherrington Lectures delivered biennially at the University of Liverpool have now become
one of the scientific events in this country that excite great expectations. Hitherto they have dealt
with Sherrington the man or some aspect of the physiology of the central nervous system; the sixth
in the series has apparently broken with tradition in so far as it concerns the visual pigments.
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But the retina, as a self-contained and elaborately organized outgrowth of the central nervous
system, also occupied much of the attention of the great physiologist, and W. A. H. Rushton has
certainly maintained the standard of his illustrious predecessors. In clear and excellently ex-
pressed language he has given a short and simple outline of our knowledge of these pigments, the
rhodopsin of the rods, and the more elusive pigments of the cones. By a beautiful technique of
measuring the results of bleaching and subsequent regeneration in the fovea of colour-blind subjects,
he has produced evidence that two such pigments exist-in the green-catching chlorolabe and the
red-catching erythrolabe-and suggests that a blue pigment (cyanolabe) probably exists. It is
contended that the fovea of the protanope contains only chlorolabe, that of the deuteranope only
erythrolabe; but the existence of a third pigment is speculative. However, his ingenious experi-
ments are interpreted, the case put up by the lecturer is persuasive, and the manner of its presenta-
tion unusually good. What more delightful description of a photochemical reaction could be
imagined than this: "Molecules respond to light as do people to music. There are some who are
unaffected and absorb nothing, there are some who react by the degraded vibration of foot or
finger, but some there are who rise and dance and change partners. Such a dance of atoms was
seen in 1876 when Franz Boll first described the bleaching of rhodopsin".

International Ophthalmology Cliniics. Vol. 4, No. 2. June, 1964. Viral Diseases (ed. H. E.
KAUFMAN), and Corneo-plastic Surgery (ed. Sir B. RYCROFT). 1964. Pp. 563, 138 figs,
bibl. Little, Brown, Boston, Mass.

The most recent issue of the International Ophthalmology Clinics deals with two subjects-viral
diseases, edited by H. E. Kaufman of Florida, and corneo-plastic surgery, edited by Sir B. Rycroft
of London-each written by several authors. The essays follow the usual pattern and give a
simple and clear account of these two rapidly growing aspects of ophthalmology, written so that
the uninitiated may know what is happening and the initiated may have an overall grasp of the
opinions of recognized authorities in each field. The book does not pretend to be the vehicle for
new information.

Affections of the Lids. Edited by S. A. Fox. 1964. Pp. 264, illustrated, bibl. Churchill, London.
(£3 15s.)

This monograph was originally published as the March issue of International Ophthalmology
Clinics, vol. 4, 1964, and those interested should refer to Ophthalmic Literature, vol. 18, abstract
1843, 1964.

The Manchester Royal Eye Hospital 1814-1964. A Short History. By F. S. STANCLIFFE. 1964.
Pp. 110, 5 figs, 3 tables, 8 plates. University Press, Manchester. (15s.)

This short history has been written to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the founding of
what was then the Manchester Eye Institution by its first surgeon and governor, W. J. Wilson.
The story is, in the main, taken from the minutes of by-gone hospital committees. Those, in

common with those of all voluntary hospitals, show a general pattern of recurring financial crises
caused by the need for expansion due to ever-increasing demands on the hospital's services. The
ctises are punctuated by the occasional disagreement with or between members of the medical staff.

P In spite of immense difficulties the hospital survived its early struggles in Quay Street and Princess
Street to become, first, a 50-bedded hospital in St. John Street and later to reach its present site
where it has survived two world wars-not without damage in the latter. Finally, on the appointed
day in June, 1943, it became part of the United Manchester Hospitals.

All those connected with the hospital service will find much of interest and value in this little
book. In recalling the early struggles of the pioneers of the voluntary hospitals which have become
our heritage, we may all hope to retain some of this tradition of dedicated service.

The Visual Fields. 2nd ed. By D. 0. HARRINGTON. 1964. Pp. 386, 318 figs, 9 plates. Henry
Kimpton, London. (£6)

David Harrington's name will be associated with perimetry for a very long time and it is a plea-
sure that his excellent textbook, the first edition of which appeared in 1956, now comes out in new
guise. The second edition incorporates everything of value in the very considerable amount of
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literature that has appeared during the last eight years; many of the case reports have been changed
and more illustrative examples cited, the section on glaucoma has been largely rewritten, and
an interesting and valuable discussion on perimetry in children has been added. The quanti-
tative philosophy of perimetry inaugurated so well by Traquair finds in these pages a worthy
evolution, particulary as applied to neurological problems, and the book is certainly worth close
study.

Multiple Sclerosis. By D. McALPINE, C. E. LUMSDEN, and E. D. ACHESON. 1965. Pp. 415, 12
figs. Livingstone, Edinburgh. (50s.)

This book presents an excellent appraisal of our knowledge of multiple sclerosis. In the first
part, written by Dr. Acheson, a study is made of the curious epidemiology of the disease; for reasons
that are unknown its incidence shows it to be unique and quite unlike any other condition, its usual
pattern depending not on genetic or sociological considerations, but in some way geographically
on localities of "high risk". Since the latent period of the disease is prolonged, often over decades,
it is not surprising that the discovery of the environmental factor, or factors, which determines this
has proved elusive. The second part of the book, written by McAlpine, gives a full summary
of the varied clinical picture; the third, by Lumsden, is an able assessment of the pathology and
recent views of the aetiology. It is suggested that the characteristically raised gamma-globulin
in the cerebrospinal fluid is, in a significant part, locally derived immuno-globulin, and that the
disease is an immunological disorder depending on the formation of auto-immune antimyelin
antibodies. From the ophthalmological point of view, of course, multiple sclerosis is of great
interest, with its many ocular complications of deranged motility, the less fully recognized occur-
rence of chronic uveitis and retinal periphlebitis and, more particularly, retrobulbar neuritis, or,
occasionally, neuromyelitis optica. The suggestion is made that these are auto-immune in
nature.

Parsons' Diseases of the Eye. 14th ed. By Sir STEWART DUKE-ELDER. 1964. Pp. 608, 21
colour plates, 450 text figs. Churchill, London. (60s.)

That this work has achieved its fourteenth edition since is was first published in 1907 is sufficient
advertisement of its continuing popularity. The reason for this is not far to seek. Works of
medical reference are, by their very nature and because of the continuing progress of their subject,
not written once for all time. True, there are works by medical authors-Galen, Avicenna, and
Osler-to name a few spaced widely in time, which would sustain Macaulay's welcome to "the old
friends who are never seen with new faces", but these are read for different reasons. The "merit of
perpetuity" of Sir Thomas Browne in a book of this type rests on its careful revision in each suc-
ceeding edition. The face-lift given to this new edition has been, for the reviewer, the most thorough
and the most gratifying since he first became acquainted with the sixth edition in 1930-the more
pleasing since the text is 15 pages less than the previous edition while nothing has been omitted
save that which is vieux jeu.

There seems to be nothing in the way of recent advances in treatment and technique which has
not received mention, usually with caution, as for example, the new anti-viral agents, none with
uncritical acceptance, a line of approach which is admirable in a book of this length in which the
tendency only too often has been to be didactic.
With the pressure of the medical curriculum this book is too long and too comprehensive for

the undergraduate student interested only in his "finals". It remains, however, in its commanding
position as the best of its size and scope for the serious student of ophthalmology; for the ophthalmic
house-surgeon in any general hospital and, indeed, as the ABC for all housemen in special oph-
thalmic hospitals; and above all perhaps for those general practitioners who take a real interest
in a fascinating and very important specialty.
The publishers are to be congratulated on the excellence of a production at what must in these

days be regarded as a bargain-basement price. This book will not be relegated to the dust and
silence of the upper shelf-not at any rate until the next edition appears.
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