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Obituary

Geoffrey Norman Pattison, I9I3-I970

Geoffrey Norman Pattison, formerly Consultant Ophthalmic Surgeon to the Gloucester Royal Eye
Hospital, died suddenly at his home in Cheltenham on August 12, 1970, in his 57th year.
He was born in County Durham on August 24, I9I3, and like his brother, the distinguished

Newcastle neurosurgeon, A. R. D. Pattison, he was educated at Durham School and at Durham
University Medical School from which he graduated M.B., B.S., in I938. After qualification and
house appointments Geoffrey Pattison travelled extensively as ship's surgeon and on the outbreak
of war joined the R.A.M.C. He saw active service in Crete but spent most of his four years in the
M.E.F. as an ophthalmic specialist in hospitals in the Canal Zone and Palestine. On his return to
England in I946 he obtained the Oxford D.O. and the D.O.M.S. and a registrar appointment at
the Birmingham and Midland Eye Hospital. In 1947 he became consultant ophthalmic surgeon to
the Gloucester Royal Hospital and held this post for I5 years.

In I962 Pattison contracted poliomyelitis, and for many months lay in an iron lung. Gradually
the truth became apparent; he had permanently lost the use of both arms and hands, and the
respiratory muscles were so badly affected that he was to be completely dependent on a respirator
during his sleeping hours for the remaining eight years of his life. Throughout his illness, however,
he was motivated by two desires, the first how to provide for his wife and young family, and the
second how best to continue his medical work. Gifted with a great command of spoken and written
English he conceived the idea of running weekend refresher courses for opticians, and for two years
he ran a series of highly successful and well-attended seminars. Throughout this period he lectured,
and wrote abstracts and reviews, articles for the disabled, and a handbook for casualty surgeons.
He published a description of a new technique for cataract section; knowing that he would never
again use it himself. But teaching was not enough. The realization that the conquest of his own
disability had given him insight into the anxieties and frustrations of others led to a study of
psychology, and this interest became another driving force in his life.

After three years study in I968 he obtained the D.P.M. and began to treat patients again. But
his disabilities increased; hypertension and a severe coronary attack restricted his powers, but never
his spirit. He worked unceasingly to the last days of his life which were spent formulating new
methods in vocational guidance.
The keenest of intellects, witty, well-informed, and pungent in his comment, Geoffrey Pattison was

a delightful companion and leaves a host of friends. His devotion to his family was great. To
Edna, his wife, his mainstay throughout his long ordeal, and to his three children, we offer our
deepest sympathy.

"What a man truly is is best shown by occasion of adversity;
for occasions make not a man fail but they show what the man is."
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