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The Corneal Light Reflex. By E. KRIMSKY. I972. PP. I99, 104 figs, refs. Thomas,
Springfield, Ill. ($I5.75)

In this book the use of the corneal light reflex as a diagnostic tool is carefully and exhaustively des-
cribed. Unfortunately, the author becomes so carried away with the method that, when testing a
patient with diplopia due to paralysis, he uses a prism to restore the light reflex to its central pupillary
position instead of asking the patient when the diplopia is abolished!
Although additional techniques of examination, such as binocular scotometry and the use of the

stereoscope, are described, it is alarming to find "cyclotorsion" dismissed as an academic term and
therefore not lending itself to clinical study.
A number of neologisms are presumably misprints, since the words "anisophoria" and "antimet-

riopia" do not appear in the index. The superior oblique is claimed to be damaged by fracture of the
lacrimal bone. The author has his own ideas of the "A" and "V" phenomena and retinal corres-
pondence which are novel to say the least. However, when it comes to his dismissal of occlusion as
a useful therapeutic measure, and his apparent success by operating on a single muscle in many
cases, the reviewer must object.
The title on the spine of the book reads, "The Corneal Light Reflex". Such a description might

lead someone interested in strabismus to leave the book on the shelf. It is, unhappily, the best
place for it.

Notes

Societe Francaise d'Ophtalmologie
LXXX (ongress, May 6 to I 0, I 973

The 8oth Congress of the Soci6t6 Francaise d'Ophtalmologie was held in Paris firom May 6- o, 1973.
The dominating feature of this Annual Meeting was the report, published as a substantial document

two volumes on this occasion and presented and discussed by its authors. "Les nystagmus et
l'ophtalmologiste" was presented by Mme. D. Godde-Jolly and Dr. M. A. Larmande, who had
prepared it with a number of collaborators. Discussion of the report followed, and the remainder
of this section of the meeting was devoted to papers on related subjects. Neetens (Antwerp) referred
to spontaneous nystagmus of iatrogenic origin related to the use of certain drugs (benzodiazepine and
barbiturates), a condition which was reversible after cessation of treatment. The surgical treatment
of nystagmus has been successful in special situations, including a case reported by Arruga. Oculo-
kinetic nystagmus and nystagmog aphy were related to the investigation of selected conditions.
Grall and others have used optico-kinetic nystagmus as a method of assessing the visual acuity in
young children, but have found that electro-oculography gave more helpful results.
A session was devoted to communications on the vitreous its biochemistry, the hyalo-tapeto-

retinal degeneration of Favre-Goldmann, and the inflammatory changes and their management.
The importance of the vitreous and its conservation in intraocular surgery were considered side by
side with the more dramatic possibility of vitrectomy by both the anterior and posterior routes. Two
films shown during the separate session for films emphasized recent changes in attitude to deliberate
vitreous surgery. Kloti showed his instrument and somewhat sophisticated technique for "vitreous
stripping" and vitrectomy, which contrasted with Girard's film a late addition to the programme-
in which three cases of retained non-magnetic intraocular foreign body were treated by the direct
removal of the foreign body using a microsurgical technique. The procedure was basically that
described by Norton for "open-sky" vitrectomy, and it could not unfairly be designated as an ocular
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