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Book reviews

Facial Prosthetics. By A. H. BULBULIAN. I973. PP. 401, 337 figs, 4 col. pl., bibl.
Thomas, Springfield, Ill. ($34.50)

This is a very detailed account of the past history and present-day technique of making facial
prostheses. It is primarily concerned with nose and ear reconstruction and considerable repetition
occurs in these two sections. Nevertheless, for the technician called on to make such prostheses, it
will provide all that needs to be known in this field.
From the point of view of the technician primarily interested in ophthalmic prostheses, it is rather

less satisfactory. Only I 6 pages are allocated to this section and no instruction is given on the making
of artificial eyes, as distinct from lids and tissues around the orbit. The author explains that this is
because " (a) the technique is highly specialized and cannot be commercially undertaken by one whose
work involves general facial prosthetics, and (b) ready-made eyes of all colours, sizes, and shapes can
be obtained from manufacturers of such eyes".

This is a fair comment, but it means that the technician working primarily on the production of
non-routine ocular prostheses to be fitted to contracted or distorted sockets must look elsewhere for
guidance and advice.

Modern Problems in Ophthalmology. Vol. iI. Acquired Colour Vision De-
ficiencies. (Proceedings of the International Symposium, Ghent, June, I97I). Edited
by G. VERRIEST. I972. PP. 230, 68 figs, bibl. Karger, Basel. (£8.I5)

This is a collection ofpapers presented at an International Congress held in Ghent in I97 I. They are
grouped into sections on methods of investigation of macular and peripheral colour vision, acquired
colour loss in ocular disease and in visual pathway disease, avitaminosis, and systemic intoxication,
and lastly special methods of investigation. Many of the papers are either brief reviews or case reports.
The book is a useful contribution to a subject of great complexity, but it will be of little help to the
clinical ophthalmologist. It is noted in the opening address that seventy scientists attended the
congress.

The Optic Nerve. (Proceedings of the Second William Mackenzie Memorial Sym-
posium, Glasgow, September 7-I0, I97I). Edited by J. S. CANT. 1972. PP. 366,
figs, bibl. Kimpton, London. (1C6.oo)

This volume contains the papers presented at the Second William Mackenzie Symposium in Glasgow
in I971. Topics included development and anatomy of the optic nerve, physiology, pathology,
vascular anomalies of the nerve head, papilloedema, tumours, optic neuritis, toxic neuropathies, and
glaucomatous neuropathy. The William Mackenzie Memorial Lecture was a thorough analysis by
Stephen Drance of factors involved in the production of low tension glaucoma. The individual
papers were mostly original investigations rather than reviews of work by other authors, but much
of the material has been already published elsewhere. It is unfortunate that certain topics, e.g.
optic neuritis, could not have been pursued in greater depth. However, the volume will act as a
worthwhile reference source on many aspects of disease of the optic nerve and its investigation.
The quality of presentation is excellent and the price reasonable by present day standards.
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