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Medical Ophthalmology. By R. FOSTER MOORE, O.B.E., M.A.,
B.Ch.Cantab., F.R.C.S. London: J. & A. Churchill.. 15s. net.

It may be said at once that this book is one which will be not
only instructive to the reader whether physician, surgeon, or
general practitioner, but will also serve as a constant book of
reference. It is the kind of book which one would like to see
printed with large margins or to have interleaved, so that addi-
tions and possibly corrections might from time to time be added.
But one must at the same time hasten to say that the additions
will not be numerous, and the correcti6ns few, if any.
The plan of the book is excellent. The first chapter is devoted

to a clear and systematic description of the anatomical substratum
of vision, and to this is added the brief consideration of certain
ophthalmological signs, and an enumeration of the conditions
under which they are manifested. The subsequent chapters are
devoted to the consideration of diseases in which these signs
and symptoms occur. The repetition- which this necessitates is
most useful. It enables one, so to speak, to regard a sign or
symptom from two different aspects-as a phenomenon occurring
in various different diseases, 'and as one of the occasional or
constant signs in a particular disease. Thus, in the first chapter
retinal haemorrhage is considered generally, and in subsequent
chapters it is considered in reference to arterio-sclerosis, renal
disease, and the various diseases in which it occurs. It is almost
invidious to pick out for special notice any particular part in a
volume in which everything has been done so well, but the chapters
on ai'terio-sdlerosis and on renal retinitis strike one as being
unusually instructive, and it is satisfactory to notice that diabetic
retinitis is here regarded as a distinct entity. It is also refreshing
to come across, as we do occasionally, definite statements such as
" it is very unusual to meet with retinitis except in the presence
" of increased blood pressure, but retinitis is often absent though
" the. blood pressure is greatly raised, "-a statement of no little
importance considering the undue importance which is apt to be
attached at the present time to blood pressure above the so-called
normal. With reference to the cause of the exophthalmos in
Graves's disease the author is very definite in expressing his
belief that " the immediate cause of the exophthalmos in Graves's
disease is an increase in the orbital fat, perhaps combined with
oedema of the tissues, and that there is at present no satisfactory
evidence of any other cause of it." Of course, before coming. to
this conclusion he had carefully considered all the evidence for
other alleged causes of the phenomenon.
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With reference to Leber's atrophy, he states that " in the early
stages a mild degree of change in the nerve head occurs: it takes
the form of obscuration of the edges of the disc without obvious
swelling." We think this is scarcely the whole truth, for in one
case the swelling was such as to lead a good observer to diagnose
intracranial growth in a case which was afterwards shown to be
one of Leber's atrophy. There is a very brief reference to
myasthenia gravis-rather too brief we venture to think, in view
of the fact that such a large proportion of cases of myasthenia
gravis first seek advice at an eye hospital on account of diplopia
or obvious ocular paralysis. The chapter on toxic amblyopia
strikes one as very complete and very instructive. The only typo-
graphic errors we have come across are curiously enough on the
first page, and they are trivial, and the author is to be congratu-
lated on a task which is certain to remain a standard work for
many years. It should be added that the illustrations are
numerous and really illustrative, and the index is most
satisfactory. There is also a complete index of the authors quoted
in the book.

The Medical Annual, 1922. Bristol: John Wright & Sons, Ltd.
London: Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton, Kent & Co., Ltd.
Price, 20s. net.

The editors of this valuable annual review of medicine and
surgery have devoted a generous a:mount of space and illustration
to the subject of ophthalmology, of which Colonel A. E. J. Lister
has taken full advantage to give an interesting account of recent
advances in that subject. We note with pleasure that he has
drawn extensively on articles that have appeared in this journal.
He deals with cataract, eye affections associated with disease of
other organs, general eye affections, glaucoma, preventive
ophthalmology, diseases of the retina and trachoma. Dr. Ramsay
Hunt contributes an interesting short note on optic neuritis in
encephalitis lethargica and in disseminated myelitis. The article
on cataract 4 illustrated by six plates showing Barraquer's
phakoerisis operation. There are several other good points in
this article and some very sound advice on the subject of thorough
cocainization and the importance of minor technical details, diawn
from the large Indian experience of the writer, which, he says, long
and bitter experience has burned into his memory. The article on
trachoma is also one in which the author's large experience
entitles him to speak with authority. The illustrations are
excellent and include, in addition to the Barraquer plates (from
Barraquer's original negatives), a coloured plate from a drawing
by Dr. Edward Jackson, of thrombosis of a retinal vein following
influenza, drawings of the appearances of intracellular bodies
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described by Cantonnet in ophthalmia neonatorum and diagrams
to illustrate the operative treatment of prolapsed iris and scleral
wounds and Lagrange's sclerectomy.

Colonel Lister and the editors are to be congratulated on the
value of the space devoted to ophthalmology, a special subject
which the general practitioner, for whom this annual is mainly
intended, cannot afford to neglect.

The Annual Report of the Madras Government Ophthalmic
Hospital for the Yet(r 1920. Madras: Printed by the
Superintendent, Government Press.

The annual report of the Madras Ophthalmic Hospital is written
by Major Wright, who is now the Superintendent of the institu-
tion. The report shows a steady increase in the work done.
The hospital contains 170 beds, and is in a constant condition

of being overcrowded, the average number of daily sick being 264.
It is only possible to accommodate such an excessive number of
patients by using the verandas for them to sleep in.
The number of in-patients treated during the year was 3,797,

and the number of new out-patients 20,138. 2,774 operations were
*performed upon in-patients, of which 1,525 were for senile cataract,
and 1,091 operations were performed upon out-patients. The
total cost of accommodating, dieting, and treating these patients
amounted to an equivalent of a little over £9,000 at the present rate
of exchange.
The results of 1,254 operations for senile cataract, performed by

three members of the staff, are reviewed. The immediate vitreous
loss amongst these amounted to 3.3 per cent., or, excluding intra-
capsular expression operations, 2.9 per cent., 10.5 per cent. had
a vision of less than 6/36 on discharge from hospital; the ultimate
results are, however, very much better, since the eyes of many
patients tested at this stage have not become quiet; the failures
would probably amount to about 3 per cent. Expulsive
haemorrhage occurred in two cases.
Capsulotomy and extraction with irrigation, as described in the

1918-1919 report, was the operation adopted in the large majority
of cases, the simple operation with round pupil being mostly
performed in cases of Morgagnian cataract.
A saturated aqueous solution of picric acid was used to disinfect

the face, eyelids and lid margins before operation. An injection
of 2 per cent. solution of novocain, made five minutes before the
operation, " along the line of the zygoma from the pinna to a
point below the centre of the eye," was found useful in those
patients who were nervous and inclined to violent contractions of
the orbicularis. /

Sclero-corneal trephining was performed in 237 cases, 197 of
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these being for the relief of very advanced glaucoma. Seven eyes
were trephined for retinitis pigmentosa, and the operation was
followed by an improvement in four instances. Wright controls
the conjunctival flap by laying on it a moist " koochie swab "

(i.e., a small mop of sterilized wool which is mounted on a piece
of the midrib of a palm leaf); this has been found a useful means
of controlling the movements of the eye and of keeping the field
clear of blood.
A case of quinine poisoning is reported in a boy aged seven;

only six grains of quinine were given in one and a half grain
doses every three hours. The child was found to be blind on
waking next morning. " Eight days later the pupils were dilated
and did not respond to light or accommodation, the disc was pale,
light pink colour, arteries like fine white threads, some of which
had a minute hair-line blood column. The retina was pale grey,
the macula showing up smoky red." Paracentesis was performed
on each eye and five weeks later the vision improved to 5/15.
The use of eyebaths of a saturated solution of magnesium

sulphate was found verv useful in the treatment of corneal ulcer
and of gonorrhoeal ophthalmia. It is noteworthy that, using this
treatment, not a single eye was lost from gonorrhoeal ophthalmia
in the course of the year.
The epidemic of " macular keratitis " appears to have subsided,

only 22 cases of the disease having been treated.
Excision of the lacrymal sac continues to be the usual treatment

for chronic dacryocystitis. The operation was performed upon
227 cases.
Ophthalmology forms an important part of the medical curri-

culum in Madras, as it is necessary for a student to pass a written,
a clinical and an oral examination in the subject before qualifi-
cation; the development of the Elliot School has progressed during
the year and the School now meets the needs of a large post-
graduate class in addition to the students.
The report contains valuable statistics which show the variety of

eye diseases met with in the Tropics and their incidence.

NOTES

WE regret to report the death of PIETRO
Death BAIARDI, late Professor of Ophthalmology

in the University of Genoa, and Director of the
Royal Ophthalmic Clinic of Turin. He was well known for his
work in connection with refraction and operative technique. He
will be remembered as a strong advocate for the subconjunctival
extraction of cataract.
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