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The patients were watched for several years and remained bright
mentally, although neurotic; physically fairly strong. The ocular
condition of the child mentioned second is best explained as a rare
anomaly of the ocular muscles described by Stevens under the name
of " anotropia." The findings of the muscle test were peculiar:
at 5 metres in the primary position there was an exophoria of
14 degrees. When the rod was placed before the right eye it was
still below and it required an 8 degree prism, base down, to bring it
up even with the light. 3. A boy, aged 4 years, with nystagmus on
lateral excursions of the eyeballs. S.S.

BOOK NOTICES

Colour and Methods of Colour Reproduction. By L. C. MARTIN,
D.I.C., A.R.C.S., D.Sc., Lecturer in the Optical Engineering
Department, Imperial College of Science and Technology,
South Kensington. With Chapters on Colour Printing and
Colour Photography, by WILLIAM GAMBLE, F.R.P.S., F.O.S.
Price 12s. 6d. net. London: Blackie & Son, Ltd. 1923.

This book is somewhat on the same lines as Luckiesh's " Color
and its Applications," previously reviewed in this Journal. Both
are written by physicists, and cover practically the same ground in
the same manner. Mr. Martin's book is the more elementary,
though here and there he launches into somewhat abstruise
mathematical treatment of special details. These patches we have
found rather too condensed for ready apprehension and somewhat
out of focus with the other parts of the work. The book is an
excellent introduction to the' subject. Part I deals with the
essentially physical aspects of colour, Part II with the physiological.
In Part I methods of colour analysis and synthesis are clearly
described and the laws of colour mixture explained. The physical
explanations for the colours of pigments, fabrics and natural objects
are particularly lucid. The chapter on illumination gives a good
account of the characteristics of natural and artificial sources of
light, their effects upon the apparent colours of objects, artificial
modifications in the colour of light (e.g., artificial daylight), the
efficiency of luminous sources in terms of energy, and so on.

There are four chapters in Part II: (1) The Eye and its Reactions
to Light; Photometry. This chapter deals with such subjects as
brightness and its measurement, colour thresholds, the Purkinje
phenomenon, etc. (2) Instruments for Colour Measurement. This
is a valuable chapter, describing Abney's cofour patch apparatus and
many forms of colourimeter. (3) Colour Vision. The theories
briefly described are the Trichromatic, Hering's, Ladd-Franklin's,
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BOOK NOTICES

and Edridge-Green's. The treatment of the subject is from the
trichromatic point of view, and gives special prominence to Abney
and Watson's researches. (4) Colour Blindness. This is also
discussed from the trichromatic standpoint and various tests are
described.
A few mistakes have crept in and should be corrected in future

editions: (p. 78) " each cone subtends an angle of about one minute
(sic!) at the posterior nodal point of the eye"; (p. 80) " measure-
ments of the colour fields are generally made when the eye is dark-
adapted." (Fig. 32, of colour fields, from Abney, represents the
fields as determined under special conditions, and is therefore liable
to produce a wrong impression, especially- among students of
physics). (p. 125) "The characteristic absorption-curve of the
visual 'purple,' which has its greatest absorption in the yellow. .
(p. 141) " It is noteworthy that although no differences of hue can
be seen in the spectrum (by the totally colour-blind), the luminosity
curve coincides very nearly with that of the normal." The two last-
mentioned errors show that the author has quite failed to grasp the
extraordinarily interesting significance of the absorption curve of
visual purple, which corresponds with the luminosity curves of the
dark-adapted eye and of the totally colour-blind eye, having there-
fore its maximum in the green.:

Part II on Colour Printing and Colour Photography is a masterly
brief exposition of these subjects and the principles on which they
are founded.

he book is excellently printed and illustrated.
An International Congress --of Ophthalmology (Washington,

D.C.) Prinlted by Wm. F. Fell Co., Philadelphia, April 25, 26,
27, 2S, I922. Price ro dollars.

This volume of 709 pages (exclusive of index) embodies the
proceedings of an International Congress of Ophthalmologists
held at Washington, D.C., from April 25-28, 1922, under the
auspices of the American Ophthalmological Society, the Section
of Ophthalmology of the American Medical Association, and of
the American Academy of Ophthalmology and Oto-Larvngology.
It includes many valuable communications in the three official
languages, namely, English, French and Spanish. Abstracts of
the papers will be published in these columns in due course, but we
may specially mention the following communications by Gullstrand
"On diaphragm lamps in Ophthalmology", by Sir William Lister
on " Detachment of the Vitreous ", by Mr. E. Treacher Collins
on " Hereditary Ocular Degenerations ", bv Dr. A. Magitot
on " Orbital Marsupialization and superiority of Organic Grafts
of Dead Tissue in establishing a Mobile Stump " by Dr. Cheney
on the "Types of Pneumococcus found in Corneal Ulcers ",

299

 on M
ay 19, 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://bjo.bm

j.com
/

B
r J O

phthalm
ol: first published as 10.1136/bjo.7.6.298 on 1 June 1923. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://bjo.bmj.com/


THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY

by Colonel Elliot on "Diagnosis of Glaucoma ", by Mr.
A. S. Percival on the "Light-Sense ", by Dr. Greenwood
on " Carcinoma of the Choroid " and by Dr. A. J. Bedell on
"Chloroma " as models of what such communications should be.
Three propositions for Congress action were submitted :-(1) By
Dr. A. E. Ewing on " The Value of Letters and Characters as
Visual Tests"; (2) by Dr. M. Uribe Troncoso on "Ophthalmologic
versis Anatomic Nomencalture." It was agreed that "The
International Congress of Ophthalmology, held in Wash-
ington, U.S.A., recommends to the authors and editors of books
and essays dealing with ophthalmology to adhere faithfully to the
anatomic nomenclature, and always consider the subject standing
or lying down in front of the observer, his right hand facing the
left hand of the latter. This rule to be applied both to objective
and subjective examinations of the eye, and also to the visual
field "; (3) by Dr. Luther C. Peter on " The standardization of
Perimetric Technic." Dr. Peter submitted the following:
" Resolved that a committee be appointed by the President of this
Congress of Ophthalmology now assembled, to consider and to
recommend to this Congress, before its close, a standard in technic
which may be applicable in any part of the civilized world. First,
with reference to the designation of the test objects or stimuli in
degrees, minutes, or seconds. Second, the designation of the pig-
ments, or papers, to be employed as coloured stimuli in definite and
understandable language, by which they can be reproduced by the
manufacturers of perimetric instruments. Third, uniformity in
charts. Fourth, a standard method of illumination. Fifth,
a method by which pre-exposure and surrounding field may be
applied to perimetric studies. Sixth, the use of instruments in
field studies with special reference to the needs of the case.
Seventh, other recommendations which, in the judgment of the
committee, may seem advisable at this time." Finally, addresses
were delivered before the Congress '-" Some descriptive errors in
the Anatomy of the Orbit," by Prof. S. E. Whitnall; on " The
Clinical Anatomy of the Efferent Lacrimal Passageways," by J.
Parsons Schaeffer; " Facts and Theories of Colour Vision," by
Prof. L. T. Troland; " The Production and Transmission of
Certain Eye Defects," by Prof. M. F. Guyer; and " A New
Technic for the application of the method of Cajal to Sections of
the Retina," by Dr. F. F. Balbuena. S. S.

Ocular Neuritis due to Lead. By J. LOCKHART GIBSON. The
Australasian Medical Publishing Company, Limited, 30-34,
Elizabeth Street, Sydney. 1922.

For some years it was known that Queensland children were
subject to a peculiar group of symptoms believed to be due to a
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CORRESPONDENCE

form of localized basal meningitis. The disease, however, was not
fatal. Dr. Lockhart Gibson saw many of these cases in Brisbane,
and found in most of the patients referred to him that the most
prominent signs were double optic neuritis and paresis of one external
rectus-hence the name " ocular neuritis " he gives to the condition.
His thoughts were directed to lead as a possible cause, first by the
-fact that coincident with the admission of the eye cases many cases
of chronic lead poisoning were received, and, secondly, one patient
showed, in addition to the eye symptoms, wrist drop. In others
traces of lead were found in the urine. He at first thought that the
source of contamination was to be sought in tank water, but
eventually satisfied himself that it was due to the lead used in
painting the rails of the verandahs of the houses where the patients
lived. The paint, as it were, had weathered and was within easy
reach of the children who invariably sucked their fingers or bit their
nails, and in that way conveyed the poison into their systems. In
the pamphlet under notice Gibson reprints nine of the more
important contributions he has made to the subject, and many will
be grateful to him for doing so. Incidentally the collection shows
how large a part the author took in solving the mystery of the
aetiology of the disease. S.S.

CORRESPONDENCE

THE BOWMAN LIBRARY

To the Editor of THE. BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY
SIR,-YOU were good enough to publish a letter from me last

year in Volume VI, p. 381, on the missing numbers of -some
periodicals in the library. Will you allow me space in which to
report progress? The following journals have been brought up
to date by the inclusion of missing parts: -

Klinische Monatsbldtter fur Augenheilkunde (1 part).
Archives d'Ophtalmologie (1 part).
The Ophthalmoscope (1 volume).
R-. L. 0. H. Reports (1 volume and 1 part).
Archivos de Oftalmologia Hispano-Americanos (2 parts).
The management of the American Journal of Ophthalmology

has sent us the first five volumes of that journal, viz., 1918-1922,
together with Vols. XVII and XVIII of Ophthalmic Literature;
one of-these parts was the last in stock. I am sure that English
Ophthalmologists will appreciate this kindness on the part of the
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