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THE Annual Congress of the Society was held in Paris from
May 12 to 15; the attendance was large and the success of the
meeting was enlhanced by an address by Dr. de Schweinitz, the
ex-President of the Ophthalmological Congress of Washington,
whose subject was: "Certain ocular manifestations of focal
infection, excluding those commonly attributed to this etiological
factor." An abstract of this address will be published later in
this journal.
The subject of discussion : "Ocular lesions of dental origin,"

was introduced by Dr. C. Fromaget, in a long and clearly-
expressed communication, which, as usual, had been previously
circulated. He laid stress upon the less frequent but more serious
orbital complications, in which cellulitis was sometimes followed
by meningitis, infection and destruction of the globe. Althouglh the
ocular lesions of dental origin are apparently not very frequent
they should be constantly borne in mind and this source of infection
investigated. It is not sufficient to show that the patient's oral
condition is unhealthy; not only the concomitance of oral sepsis
and ocular lesions must be established, but their relation as cause
and effect. The absolute necessity of X-ray examiiination in this
class of case was emphasized by Fromaget and speakers in the
discussion.
The papers presented to the Meeting numbered over 40; brief

notes of some of these are appended.
Gallemaerts (Brussels). A case of anophthalmos, in a child

dead at three months. There was a total absence of optic nerves,
chiasma, third and fourth nerves. In the riglht orbit serial sections
revealed a rudimentary eye, represented by a collection of pig-
mented cells in a fibrous capsule. In the left orbit no trace of an
eye. The writer thinks that syphilis plays an important role in the
production of congenital ocular anomalies.
Dupuy-Dutemps (Paris) presented statistics of 290 cases treated

by dacryocysto-rhinostomy, showing 92.3 per cent. complete cures,
4.3 per cent partial cures, 3.3 per cent failures. He thinks
extirpation of the lacrymal sac should now be banished from
methods of treatment.
Morax (Paris) reported two cases of conjunctivitis with mnoderate

muco-purulent discharge, in xvlich the miicrococcus catarrllalis wNas
the active agent.
Jacqueau and Bujadoux (Lyons). Epibulbar benign tumours

with multiple recurrences; this case occurred in a woman, in whom
for nine years a series of small pinkish white growths of soft
consistence and feebly adherent to the sclera, appeared and

* From a report by Dr. G. Cousin, La Presse Medicale, 31 Mai, 1924
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reappeared locally in'spite of cauterizations and X-ray treatment.
Histologically, the growths were considered to be a form of
keratosis.
Duverger and Lampert (Strasbourg) gave a further report of

their researches with the corneal microscope in parenchymatous
keratitis showing that deep vascularization, visible only with the
microscope, is indicative of syphilitic origin and enables a diagnosis
to be made between keratitis of traumatic origin and that due to
congenital syphilis.
Truc and Dejean (Montpellier) reported a case of annular irido-

ciliary sarcoma.
Rochon-Duvigneaud (Paris) read a paper on the value of a large

capsulectomy in cataract extraction. He prefers Kalt's forceps
with toothless blades for the purpose.
Lagrange and Beauvieux (Bordeaux) demonstrated that the

vascularization of the cribriform lamina is derived from the arterial
circle and not from the central retinal artery, and that glaucomatous
changes in the lamina begin as lacunae, which by subsequent
union give rise to the characteristic excavation.
Coppez and Danis (Brussels) read a paper on "Early

objective and subjective symptoms of senile macular exudative
retinitis." The first subjective evidence is a positive central
scotoma, rapidly progressive, while the ophthalmoscopic lesions
are scarcely visible; at a later stage the retinal lesions are obvious
and characteristic, as previously described by the authors.
Onfray (Paris) recorded a case under his observation, of a young

female, whose grandparents were general paralytics, and whose
family had all been examined serologically. The patient was
affected by macular choroido-retinitis and was "without doubt" an
instance of inherited syphilis in the second generation.
Worms and Pesme (Paris) in a paper on the ocular complica-

tions of malaria, reported two cases of optic nerve atrophy (one of
retro-ocular neuritis, one of ophthalmoplegia with optic neuritis),
which they consider were undoubtedly of malarial origin. They
believe that syphilis and alcoholism have frequently been accepted
as the cause of optic neuritis or ocular palsies, which were in reality
of malarial origin.

Bourguet (Paris) reported a case of bilateral papillary stasis
treated successfully by puncture of' the third ventricle through the
corpus callosum. In view of this good result he advocates this
plan of treatment before resorting to trephining.

Villard (Montpellier). The treatment of hypophyseal lesions
by deep radiotherapy. Villard's case while under treatment lost
his headache, regained some acuity of vision and extension of field
in the right eye. There was, however, no improvement in the
left eye, and no change in the adipose and genital conditions.
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ANNOTATIONS

Vedjowski (Brno) reported his experience in the treatment of
syphilitic ocular lesions by bismuth salts. He obtained good
results in acute iritis, ophthalmoplegia interna and fundus lesions;
in interstitial keratitis bismuth salts showed no superiority over
older remedies.

ANNOTATIONS

The National Physical Laboratory

Through the courtesy of the Directors of the National Physical
Laboratory the editors of this journal were able to be present at
the inspection by the General Board on June 24. Although most
of the routine optical work is done elsewhere some very interesting
optical experimental work, as well as the testing of sextants and
photographic lenses, is carried out at Teddington. For this purpose
a constant temperature room, the cooling or heating of which is
brought into-play automatically by an electrical thermometer con-
sisting of a fine grid of wires a little below the ceiling which is
sensitive to 1/100th of a degree C. is provided. A series of experi-
ments with a trichromatic colorimeter are being made with the view
of setting up a series of colour standards expressed in terms of the
eye. It is hoped that this will enable any colour to be expressed
with absolute precision simply by quoting a reference number.
We were very much impressed by a new form of flicker photometer
in which measurements of extreme accuracy could be taken with
great ease and rapidity. Unfortunately, it is not suitable for very
low grades of illumination such as prevail in coal mines.

Outside the optical section there were many features of interest,
notably the William Froude National Tank for the experimental
working out of ship and propeller designs and the standard
leading screw lathe. We are in sympathy with the opinion that
has been frequently expressed that every ophthalmic surgeon
should have a course of practical instruction in accurate physical
measurement in a physical laboratory, and so acquire some idea
of the practical difficulties that have to be met. We should not then
meet with such farcical spectacle prescriptions as a cylinder of
an eighth of a dioptre set at an angle of two and a half degrees,
to take an extreme case once shown us by a patient.

Science and the Lay Public

The educated lay public in France is certainly better supplied
with scientific papers in the Revue des Deux Mondes than is the
British reader by any of his magazines of similar standing.

375

 on M
ay 19, 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://bjo.bm

j.com
/

B
r J O

phthalm
ol: first published as 10.1136/bjo.8.8.373 on 1 A

ugust 1924. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://bjo.bmj.com/

