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proposed that a list o,f ophthalmic medical practitioners qualified
and willing to-see insured members of approved societies should
be prepared in accordance with the following principles. Anyone
desiring to join in the scheme will have to furnish evidence (a) that
he has held hospital or other appointments affording special
opportunities for- acquiring special skill and experience of the
kind required for the performance of the service rendered, and has
had actual recent practice in performing the service rendered or
services of a similar character; or (b) that he has had special
academic or post-graduate study of a subject which comprises the
service, rendered, and has had actual recent practice as aforesaid;
or (c) that he is generally recognized by other practitioners in the
area as having special proficiency and experience in a subject which
comprises the service rendered."

ANNOTATIONS

Cranial Artefacts
In an article (Rev. gin. d'Ophtal., March, 1924), dealing with a

case of oxycephaly, Cosmettatos, of Athens, makes a remarkable
statement of a custom in Greece which is probably unknown to the
majority of readers of this journal. The paragraph is the following:
"The history and the typical symptomatology of our patient
exclude the hypothesis that the abnormal form of the skull is to be
attributed to an artificially brought about deformity. This custom
is fairly wide-spread in Greece and especially in Epirus, the custom,
namely, of exerting pressure upon the occiput of-new-born children
so as to produce flattening of the occipital region of the skull."
De gaistibus non est disbutandum. The Chinese, in the past, were
accustomed to squeeze the feet of their infants; the modern Greek
apparently squeezes the other end of the baby. The Armenians
are in the habit of putting a dry cloth round the infant's head and
afterwards damping it in order to produce the typical sloping
forehead which is characteristic of so many of this race. The shape
of the skulls depicted on ancient Hittite monuments shows similar
characteristics, and may have been produced in the same way, since
the Armenians are usually regarded as descended from this race.

Refraction in General Practice
In the British Medical Journal for December 6, 1924, is an

article by Dr. MacRae, of Corbridge-on-Tyne, on this subject; and
a very good article it is.
As soon as anyone is qualified there is nothing to stop him or her

from setting up as an oculist. There is no reason why any who
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SLIT-LAMP MICROSCOPY

are engaged in general practice should not do their own refractions.
It is largely a matter of time, practice and decent visual acuity on
the part of the examiner. We have known of several instances
where men, on going into general practice, began to do their own
refraction work; but few keep it up. The majority find that they
have not the time for it, nor do they obtain sufficient practice to
ensure their being certain of their results. A few get sufficient
practice and, some of these eventually give up their general work
and become ophthalmic surgeons. Then comes the rub. Their
patients naturally suppose that one who calls himself an ophthalmic
surgeon in the Telephone Book or Court Guide is competent in all
branches of his work, and is fit to perform operations. Few of us
are born operators, some of us become from constant practice
tolerably sound operators; others never pass the duffer stage. To
become expert the operator must start young, and we do not
consider that ten years or more spent in general practice is the best
form of introduction for such delicate work.

All will admit the advantage of a sound knowledge of general
medicine for the ophthalmic surgeon. Some of us seem unable to
see an inch beyond our spheres and cylinders, and it is pathetic to
see surgeons ordering an optical correction which borders on plane
glass to anaemic young women who only need a little fresh air and
regulation of the action of their bowels to cure their headaches. In
our opinion a short course in general practice forms an excellent
introduction to the study of ophthalmology, but no amount of
general- knowledge will dispense with the absolute necessity for
those who aspire to become ophthalmic surgeons of going through
the ophthalmic mill and being properly trained in diseases of the
eye.

ABSTRACTS

I.-SLIT-LAMP MICROSCOPY

(i) Fincham, E. F.-A new form of corneal microscope with
combined slit-lamp illuminating device. Trans. Optical Soc.,
Vol. XXV, No. 3, 1923-1924.

(1) The following is Fincham's description of this new instru-
ment. Hitherto, the illuminating system and the observing
microscope have been free to move independently; this necessitated
the re-adjustment of both direction and focus when the inspection
was moved from one part of the eye to another. In the present
instrument, both the illuminating system and the microscope are

75

copyright.
 on M

ay 21, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://bjo.bm
j.com

/
B

r J O
phthalm

ol: first published as 10.1136/bjo.9.2.74-a on 1 F
ebruary 1925. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://bjo.bmj.com/

