





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via AAO  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: British Journal of Ophthalmology]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Authors
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Authors
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via AAO  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 91, Issue 11 
	Predictive values in macular hole repair


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Editorial


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Predictive values in macular hole repair
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Hans Hoerauf

	Hans Hoerauf, University Eye Hospital Göttingen, Robert-Koch-Str.40, 37075 Göttingen, Germany; hanshoerauf{at}yahoo.com




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/bjo.2007.119594

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Optical coherence tomography improves the management of persistent macular holes

Very little information is available about persistent macular holes, and most of the information was provided in the early 1990s. The lack of interest in this group of patients may be related to the increasing primary success rates or because publications about macular hole surgery in the last years have mainly concentrated on technical advances, delamination of the internal limiting membrane (ILM), different staining techniques and possible toxicity of dyes.
Recent literature on macular hole surgery report very high success rates, but regardless of the specific surgical techniques used, not all macular holes are able to be closed after primary surgery. A meta-analysis on 1654 eyes treated using different techniques reported that 87.5% of eyes achieved anatomic success, with 12.5% failing to close.1 Therefore, persistence of a macular hole after vitrectomy is still one of the major complications of this type of surgery.



  




When a macular hole remains open, usually the size and diameter of the hole increases markedly, visual acuity drops, and the surgeon is confronted with the question as to whether retreatment is worthwile or not. It is an accepted fact that anatomic and functional success in eyes having failed previous macular hole surgery is lower than after primary surgery, although different studies have demonstrated appreciable results.2 3 This also implies that the benefit–risk ratio for repeat surgery is lower in persistent macular holes. Certainly, it should be our goal to further refine our surgical technique to allow closure of all holes, but we should not forget to also focus our efforts on the analysis of predictive factors determining not only surgical but also functional success in order to better advise our patients. In this issue of the journal, Hillenkamp et al have addressed this problem  … 
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    Footnotes
	Abbreviations:	ILM
	internal limiting membrane

	OCT
	optical coherence tomography
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