





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via AAO  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: British Journal of Ophthalmology]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Authors
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Authors
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via AAO  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 91, Issue 7 
	Uncorrected refractive error and presbyopia: accommodating the unmet need


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Editorial


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Uncorrected refractive error and presbyopia: accommodating the unmet need
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Rupert R A Bourne

	Correspondence to: MrR R A Bourne The Huntingdon Glaucoma Diagnostic & Research Centre, Department of Ophthalmology, Hinchingbrooke Hospital, Hinchingbrooke Park, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire PE29 6NT, UK;rupert.bourne{at}lshtm.ac.uk




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/bjo.2006.112862

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
           Uncorrected refractive error barely features when it comes to reports of global visual impairment.1 The reason is simple—the World Health Organization (WHO) definition2 classifies visual impairment and blindness according to visual acuity with “best possible correction”. Recent population-based surveys have reported visual acuity in its many guises as uncorrected, presenting with habitual correction and best corrected. This work has exposed the enormous burden of uncorrected refractive error among industrialised3,4 and developing nations.5,6
       The survey from Timor-Leste reported by Ramke et al7(see page 860) in this issue of the BJO represents an important addition to the literature. This population-based survey reports on uncorrected refractive error and presbyopia in adults (aged ⩾40 years) of Timor-Leste. This country is poverty stricken and has recently emerged as an independent democracy from a period of great upheaval. What is it about this survey that is of particular interest?



  




       First, this is one of the few population-based surveys of refractive error that have reported on spectacle coverage for distance vision. We defined this term when reporting on spectacle coverage in the Bangladesh National Low Vision and Blindness Survey8 as Met refractive error need/(Met refractive error need+Unmet refractive error need)×100. The authors of the Timor-Leste study have used this definition and have explored the assumptions involved with it, for distance and near vision— a useful exercise for further studies that intend to assess coverage. Unsurprisingly, distance spectacle coverage was higher among the urban and literate and those in paid employment, compared with rural, illiterate and those adults involved in subsistence farming.
       Second, this survey is unusual in … 
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