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BOOK REVIEW

Visual fields: examination and
interpretation. Third edition
Edited by Thomas J Walsh, Published by Oxford University
Press in cooperation with the American Academy of
Ophthalmology, 2011, pp 311.

The ability to choose and accurately inter-
pret visual fields is an essential skill for all

practising ophthalmologists. Current options
available include everything from Amsler
grid testing to automated perimetry with
multiple different testing algorithms and
visual-function-specific technologies. Correct
diagnosis and implementation of therapy
rest with a thorough understanding of these
tests. The third edition of Visual Fields:
Examination and Interpretation, published by
Oxford University Press in cooperation with
the American Academy of Ophthalmology,
seeks to equip the reader with the back-
ground knowledge necessary to handle all
types of visual-field analysis. Written clearly
with detailed explanations accompanied by
illustrations, it allows the reader a complete
picture of the presented material.

The book is well organised, with infor-
mation from each chapter building on
previous ones to form a deeper under-
standing of what causes changes in visual
fields and how to correctly identify the
aetiology of these changes. The book begins
with a comprehensive review of the struc-
ture of the visual pathway and different
techniques of field testing. Subsequent
chapters continue to reinforce the anatom-
ical basis and differential diagnosis as they
divide defects into the observed type. Next,
the book thoroughly reviews automated
perimetry. Algorithm choices and custom
testing are well explained. Clear overviews
are given for the correct manner of inter-
pretation of initial tests and comparative
interpretation of subsequent testing, as well
as artefacts that may interfere with correct
diagnoses. Focus then shifts to visual-field
defects associated with specific diseases and
locations within the visual pathway. A
detailed section is given specifically for
automated perimetry in glaucoma. Again,
the authors do an excellent job of illustrating
not only how to correctly interpret a given
field, but also how to compare multiple tests
over time to establish the presence or
absence of progression. Throughout the
book, various types of visual-field defects are

included to further enhance understanding
of the text.

The third edition of Visual Fields: Exami-
nation and Interpretation is much more than
a simple book on visual fields. It allows for
an understanding of the physiological cause
of the visual-field appearance, and therefore
a superior understanding of which test is
most useful in each circumstance and why.
Reviews of some of the newer tests being
used to diagnose glaucoma at earlier stages
such as short-wavelength automated peri-
metry and frequency-doubling technology
are also included. This book is an excellent
tool for residents, fellows and practising
ophthalmologists.
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RETRACTION

doi:10.1136/bjo.2009.157586ret

Y Wang, G L Spaeth. Baseline disc damage
as the predictive factor in reversal of the
optic disc cupping in glaucoma. Br J
Ophthalmol 2009 Published online first 1
September 2009. This article has been
retracted.
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