





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via AAO  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: British Journal of Ophthalmology]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Authors
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Authors
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via AAO  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 95, Issue 9 
	Ocular complications in patients with lung transplants


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Clinical science


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Original article


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Ocular complications in patients with lung transplants
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Ahmad B Tarabishy1, 
	Omar F Khatib2, 
	John R Nocero3, 
	Marie Budev4, 
	Peter K Kaiser1

	[bookmark: aff-1]1Cole Eye Institute, Cleveland Clinic, Cleveland, Ohio, USA

	[bookmark: aff-2]2Department of Internal Medicine, Cleveland Clinic, Cleveland, Ohio, USA

	[bookmark: aff-3]3Neurological Institute, Cleveland Clinic, Cleveland, Ohio, USA

	[bookmark: aff-4]4Respiratory Institute, Cleveland Clinic, Cleveland, Ohio, USA


	Correspondence to Dr Peter K Kaiser, Cole Eye Institute, Cleveland Clinic, 9500 Euclid Avenue, Desk i32, Cleveland, OH 44195, USA; pkkaiser{at}aol.com




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Aim To describe infectious and non-infectious ocular complications found in patients with lung transplants.

Methods 545 patients underwent lung transplantation from January 1998 to September 2008 at the Cleveland Clinic. Patients who underwent ophthalmic examination at the Cole Eye Institute after lung transplantation were included in the study.

Outcomes Diagnoses, treatments, surgeries, laboratory parameters of immune status and patient survival were examined.

Results Of the 545 patients who received a lung transplant during the study period at the Cleveland Clinic, 46 (8.4%) patients underwent ophthalmology examination after a lung transplant. The most common ocular finding was posterior subcapsular cataract, found in 13/46 (28.3%) patients. Infectious ocular complications were present in 6/46 patients (13.0%) including fungal infections (rhino-orbital mucormycosis (n=1), disseminated Pseudallescheria boydii infection (n=2)), cytomegalovirus retinitis (n=1), varicella-zoster virus keratouveitis (n=1) and herpes zoster ophthalmicus (n=1). Five of six patients with infectious ocular complications died within 6 months of evaluation. Decreased absolute lymphocyte count was associated with infectious ocular complications (p=0.014).

Conclusions Many ocular conditions can occur in patients with lung transplants. Ocular infectious complications were uncommon but may be associated with increased mortality.
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