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AN EYE INJURY IN THE THIRTEENTH CENTURY

THE following note is taken from the Lincolnshire Assize Roll
of 1202. This roll was published by the Lincoln Record Society
last year; it is edited with an introduction by Mrs. Stenton.
Wapentake de Hornicastr (Horncastle).

No. 595. Astinus de Wispinton apellat Simonem de Edlinton. quia nequiter
et in pace domini Regis insultavit eum in pratis suis et ei oculum eruit ita quod
maimatus est illo oculo. Et hoc offert probare etc. Simon uenit et defendit totum
de verbo in verbum. Et custodes corone et comitatus testantur quod usque huc
sufficienter facta est secta apelli primoper uxorem suam postea per eum.
Judicium. (Purged.) Fiat lex. et in electione appelati sit portare ferrum uel ut
Astinus illud portet. Et ipse elegit quod Astinus portet. Uadiauit legem Astinus.
Plegii Simonis. Willelmus de Lauda (cum franco plegio suo) (i*) et Radulfus
de Stures. Plegii Astini. Rogerus de Torp. Osgot de Wispinton. et Willelmus
frater Joel. (Et post uenerunt et posuerunt se ambo in m'ia.) Margin. Uad'
legem m'ie Rad'de Lauda.

TRANSLATION.
Astinus de Wispinton appealed Simon de Edlinton that wickedly and in the

King's peace he assaulted him in his meadows, and thrust out his eye, so that
he is maimed in that eye. And this he offers to prove, etc. Simon comes and
aenies the whole, word for word, and the coroners and the county bear witness
that suit has hitherto been sufficiently made, at first through Astinus's wife,
and afterwards in his own person. Judgment. Let the law be made, and let it
be in the choice of the appealed whether he or Astinus carry the iron. He
chooses that Astinus shall carry it. Astinus has waged his law. And afterwards
they both came and put themselves in mercy.

It does not seem necessary to give the names of the pledges.
Carrying the iron refers to trial by ordeal with a hot iron. It

was, so far as I know, the variety of ordeal allowed to those of the
yeoman class; the ordeal by water being reserved for the lower
orders of society.

R.R.J.

BOOK NOTICES

A Handbook of Ophthalmology. By HUMPHREY NEAME and
F. A. WILLIAMSON-NOBLE. Pp. 312, with 12 plates, con-
taining 41 coloured illustrations and 194 text figures. London:
J. & A. Churchill, 1927. Price 12s. 6d.

This handbook is not intended to-com!pete with the larger text-
books, but is written for the senior student and the general
practitioner. The authors have wisely devoted little space to the
less common affections of the eye and none at all to the rarities of

* The (i) means that the sentence in brackets has been inserted after the record
was written.
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THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY

ophthalmology, and have dealt mainly with ocular disease as
met with in ordinary hospital out-patient work. Both authors
have considerable experience of out-patient work and also of the
requirements of students, an experience which has largely con-
tributed to the clear ex!planation given of many of the points which
-puzzle the beginner. We would draw particular attention to the
chapter on the extrinsic ocular muscles and their paralyses, always
a subject of difficulty, as a model of accurate and lucid exposition.
In discussing papilloedema the recent work of Leslie Paton has
been made use of and the summary of his views should serve- to
remove any confusion in the student's mind between that affection
and optic neuritis. Naturally in a book of this size only the very
essential points of pathology can be mentioned, and there is neither
room nor necessity for bibliography. For these points, as also
for the details of some of the more modern methods of examination,
such as the slit-lamp, the reader is advised to consult the larger
textbooks. In dealing with colour vision the authors would give
the student the impression that testing for defects is more simple
than it really is; and we object to the describing of any test as
Holmgren's in which the naming of the colours plays any part.
Both this section and that dealing with operative measures are
possibly rather beyond the scope of a handbook for general
practitioners. There is a useful chapter on therapeutics and also
a glossary of terms. We regret to find the name "glioma" omitted
in the index. Neuro-epithelioma is doubtless more scientific, but
the other term, as admitted in the text, is still in more general
use.
The coloured plates are not only admirably executed but are

not mere ornaments, being well selected for their utility. The
figures are also all well reproduced, the only objection being
that this has necessitated a quality of paper that makes the book
rather a weighty one for its size. This, however, is easily offset
by the fact that such a book can be produced at so low a price.
We can recommend the book to our readers as a thoroughly trust-
worthy guide to the student.

The Medical Annual. Bristol: John Wright & Sons, Ltd. I927.
This number is the forty-fifth annual volume of this valuable

summary of recent advances in medicine and surgery. The
ophthalmic section is in the hands of Lt.-Col. A. E. J. Lister who
has made a judicious use of the pages allowed him. The subjects
treated are the following: cataract, diseases of conjunctiva,
diseases of cornea, eye affections associated with disease of other
organs, general eye affections, glaucoma, optic nerve disease,
errors of refraction, disease of retina. In the article on the ocular
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CORRESPONDENCE

symptoms of polycythaemia vera the plate that illustrated the paper
in the Arch. of Ophthal. has been excellently reproduced with the
kind permission of the editors of that journal. The only other
illustration is one showing the details of Calhoun's operation for
glaucoma. We doubt whether this was worth reproducing, all the
more as its value has yet to be established. The task of selecting
articles of sufficient value and novelty for a work of this kind is a
very arduous one and one that necessitates much miscellaneous
reading in various foreign languages. Colonel Lister is to be
congratulated on the successful results of his work.

CORRESPONDENCE

TWOZCURIOUS OPTICAL ILLUSIONS

To the Editor of THE BRITISH J OURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY

SIR,-I discovered the two following illusions by accident, and
as they have as far as I know, never been mentioned before, I
think they may prove of interest to your readers.
The first illusion may be seen by anybody in almost any

restaurant and I consider that it forms a proof of Listing's Law.
As some of your readers may not be familiar with this law I will
briefly describe it. If we sit down in front of a white wall at a
little distance, say ten to twenty feet, and first fix a bright red
vertical cross on the wall in front, in such a position that when
our line of sight is at right angles to the wall, it shall be directly
in front of us, the visual field will be determined for the direction
of fixation. This is far from being evident a priori, since it might
be supposed that the eyeball is capable of rotation round its visual
axis. But this never occurs except within a small angle not
exceeding two or at the most three degrees. So long as the head
is kept rigidly in a vertical position, the eyes may roll in any
direction, but the cross will always assume a vertical position, and
not incline at all. But if we turn the head away from the primary
position either upwards or downwards, or sideways, to what we
may call a secondary position, and then keeping the head in that
position, we gaze steadily at the cross for some moments, so as to
obtain an after image in the complementary colour, and then turn
the eyes directly upwards or downwards, and keep them quite still,
we shall find that the cross still remains upright as before, but
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