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(7) An attempt is made to establish this contention mathe-
matically.

(8) When the analyses are carried further to bring out any
distinction in the increase of the number of myopes among Jewish
boys as compared with girls, it is found that the increase is
decidedly greater among the boys (who do much more close work).

(9) However, the same is seen to be true of the non-Jewish
boys (who do not do an excessive amount of close work) as com-
pared with the non-Jewish girls.

(10) It is, therefore, suggested that there is a sex-determined
factor which controls the growth of the eye.

(11) The excessive incidence of mvopia among Jewish boys
is explained by the racial factor of the great prevalence of low
hypermetropia and the sex-determined (and non-racial) factor
wrhich allows for a greater or longer development of the length
of the eye.

In conclusion I wish to express my indebtedness to Mr. W. J.
Lindsay for permission to utilize the records of the Royal Eye
Hospital and to Mr. D. Tscherniakoff, the secretary of the Jewish
Health Organization of Great Britain for arranging many of the
facilities which made the work possible.
To Mr. A. H. Levy I am indebted for suggesting the necessity

of the inquiry, for his kindly interest, and the placing at my
disposal his great experience and helpful advice.

ANNOTATIONS

The Illuminating Engineer
A special number of The Illuminatihg Entgineer was issued in

January to celebrate its twentieth anniversary. It is deeplv to be
regretted that this anniversary also saw the early death of its
founder, to whose work so much of its success was due, Mr. Leon
Gaster (v. Brit. Jl. of Ophthal., p. 111, 1928). A number of
congratulatory messages from the Presidents and Past-presidents
of Illuminating Engineering Societies in this country and abroad
are published in this issue. The Society is the oldest of its kind
in Europe; the only other Society in existence in 1908 was that of
the United States, founded in 1906. Twenty years ago the
science of illumination was in its infancy, and the conditions in
large factories, schools, and public buildings were guided by no
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definite rules and were, in nearly all cases, most unsatisfactory.
Photometry was then regarded by most people as merely an
interesting hobby. In the value now attached to this most
fundamental subject the Illuminating Engineering Society and its
journal have played a most important part. Government Com-
mittees such as the Illumination Research Committee working
under the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research are
now in existence and doing, as our readers are aware, excellent
work, but the pioneers were the Illuminating Engineering Society.
The Chairman of our own Editorial Committee, a Past-P3resident
of the Society, in his congratulatory note draws attention to
the great debt owed by both illuminating engineers and the
medical profession to the late editor for his constant efforts to
bring them together and facilitate the solution of problems in which
they are jointly interested, and also to The Illuminating Engineer
for acting as the medium by which the results of such researches
are made widely known. In offering our congratulations to our
contemporary we venture to express our confident hope that the
future will be as productive of good work as the past twenty years
have been.

Ophthalmic Benefit and Clinics
A letter appears in the supplement of the British Medical Journal

of February 18, 1928, over the signature M.D., D.O.M .S., which
deserves attention. The writer draws attention to the fact that not
all the cases in the ophthalmic benefit scheme work out at the
simple refraction for a guinea. Of his own cases for the montl
of January under the scheme, only half were cases of refraction;
the others were of diverse kind, many of them had to be seen
more than once and some of them frequently. His cases included
two Meibomian cysts, which had to be evacuated under cocaine;
an abrasion of the cornea, seen four times; a severe interstitial
keratitis, seen' twelve times to date; acute iritis, seen ten timnes;
angular conjunctivitis and blepharitis, seen thrice; chronic glau-
coma, operation) seen sevten times at home, besides hospital
attendance; severe irido-cyclitis, seen six times to date; a .deep
septic corneal ulcer, seen twice to date; two patients with neglected
foreign bodies on the cornea, both cases with marked infection,
which necessitated numerous attendances.
The glaucoma case had already been to two opticians, the second

time having been sent by his society. In course of time the writer
lhopes to receive a guinea for his work from the society, which might
as he says, have had to pay the man sick benefit for years. The
writer estimates that he has received anything from eighteenpence
to a guinea per attendance, and that in his case, a total of sixty-
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