
when, as Major Fergus, he worked hard and systematically in the
examination of recruits at Stobhill Hospital. Lastly, in connection
with Fergus's public activities, one may perhaps consider that his
recent labours in connection with the Welfare of the Blind in Scot-
land are to be regarded as at least equal to any of his other services.

This is not the occasion on which to particularise his numerous
writings on various other ophthalmic subjects: they include articles
on squint, trephining for glaucoma, colour vision in seamen and
cataract extraction, particularly in connection with pre -operative
cultures. His papers will be found scattered through the ophthal-
mological and general medical journals of the last forty years.
Early in his career he translated Eduard Meyer's treatise and, later
on, published small volumes of his own, " Elementary Ophthalmic
Optics" and two editions of "The Ophthalmoscope and how to use
it." That career may be said to have been crowned by the bestowal
in 1921 of the honorary degree of LL.D. by the University of
Glasgow.

Fergus was essentially a sociable man who made many friends
among his professional brethren and among his patients. He
was never married. He was a raconteur and told stories-many of
them handed down by his father-with a zest which was invariably
accompanied by his own infectious laughter. His favourite recrea-
tion was yachting, in which sport he was his own pilot.

HENRY AMBROSE LEDIARD, M.D., F.R.C.S.

THE death of Dr. Lediard, of Carlisle on October 31, within a few
days of his 85th birthday, removes one of the rapidly diminishing band
of original members of the Ophthalmological Society of the United
Kingdom. Though not a prolific contributor to the Transactions
he was the author of at least four communications of interest.
Immediately following Sir William Bowman's inaugural address
in the first volume will be found a short report by Lediard on a
case of epithelioma of the orbit and eyeball, with the history of a
previous growth on the lower lip. Among his other ophthalmic
papers may be noted those on an orbital exostosis, an orbital
dermoid, and a choroidal sarcoma with metastases.
A Gloucestershire rhan by birth, he was the son of the late

Samuel Lediard, of Cirencester, solicitor. Born on November 12,
1847, he was educated at Cheltenham and Edinburgh. He took
the M.B. in 1870, and proceeded M.D. in 1875 and F.R.C.S.Eng.
in 1876. After serving as house surgeon and house physician to
the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary for a couple of years he came to
London where he held the post of medical superintendent of the
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Central Sick Asylum for some years. Rather more than 50 years
ago he joined Dr. W. B. Page in practice in Carlisle. He was
surgeon to the Cumberland Infirmary for half-a-century and a
Justice of the Peace for the City of Carlisle.

Dr. Lediard was active till the end of his long life for he was in
London in September last. Much sympathy will be felt for his
widow and surviving daughter, while many in the North Country will
mourn the loss of a distinguished Cumbrian and one of the kindest
hearted men who ever lived.

CORRESPONDENCE

THE CAUSATION OF MYOPIA

To the Editors of THE BRITISH JOURNAL -OF OPHTHALMOLOGY.

SIR, -In the British'Journal of Ophthalmology for August, 1932,
there appeared an article by Dr. Spencer Walker on the "Causation
of Myopia," in which it was suggested that defective calcium meta-
bolism might account for the posterior staphyloma. Whether this
be correct or not, there are certain facts to be considered which
may be relevant. Long since, careful work, at first in Switzerland,
showed that improvements in lighting and school hygiene did not
yield all the success anticipated. Subsequently Dr. Maddox made
the valuable suggestion that we should endeavour, in effect, to divert
myopic people from literary to technical or outdoor occupations and
so affect the general condition of the subject. This procedure is
valuable but very difficult to apply in practice. In my experience
the myopic child wants to read and dislikes technical work.

Dr. Walker's suggestion recalls the work done by Mr. Lang and
myself on the refraction of the eyes of mammalia, see Ophthalmic
Hospital Reports, Vol. XI, Part 2. We never found, with the
possible exception of two monkeys, any wild animal whose eyes were
myopic, but we found a number of completely or partly domesti-
cated animals which were myopic. As the only mammals, apart
from man, which accommodate to any appreciable extent are
monkeys it is clear that close near vision could not account for the
myopia in mammnals geinerally, and as monkeys cannot read that
factor is excluded.
There is, therefore, every reason to think that some condition of

malnutrition is a factor, as we indicated at that time. But it is
difficult to understand precisely why the children of myopic parents
so often become myopic. Comparative anatomy again furnishes us
with an indication of the direction in which an explanation may
ultimately be found.
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