
MISCELLANEOUS

W. N. Shamov and Professor S. S. Yudin must go the credit for
their research work which has made this procedure a safe practice.
Soon after death two litres of blood may be withdrawn from the
jugular vein and preserved for several weeks at ice-box temperature.
The blood is a suitable colloidal fluid, retains its r6le as an oxygen
carrier and seems to produce a less hostile reaction and a better
stimulus to new blood formation than living blood. Professor
Shamov has disposedI of the bogey of harmful cadaveric toxins.
The surgical and accident department of the Sklifosovsky Institute
in MIoscow has now at its command large quantities of blood avail-
able for immediate use, day or night, and sufficient to serve the
needs of a city of four million inhabitants.

Also in Russia there has arisen a service for the supply of cadaver's
eyes for the purpose of transplantation of the cornea. Filatov has
achieved some success by utilizing corneal grafts cut from a cadaver's
eye which has been removed soon after death and preserved in the
cadaver's fresh clotted blood or citrated blood at ice-chest tempera-
ture of 40 to 6° C. In one case transparent union resulted from a
graft taken from an eye which had been preserved for six days, but
in most cases the eyes had been preserved for 10 to 56 hours.
(Some of the technical details and results were given in an abstract
on p. 510 of the September number of this Journal.)

At first certain difficulties in obtaining the necessary material
from cadavers had to be overcome. To the primitive mind the
blood is the bearer of mvstic qualities and the Russian has an
instinctive fear of giving away something so valuable. To some
persons there is also a distaste for disturbing the repose of the dead.

In this country it is unlikely that these objections would be raised
at least by that section of the community among whom cremation
is desired, and the idea that even post-mortem they could render
some service to suffering humanity would appeal to them and make
their passing not altogether devoid of some satisfaction.

ABSTRACTS

MISCELLANEOUS

(1) Jablonska, Z. (Warsaw).-Autogenous vaccinotherapy in
suppurative lid affections. (Autovaccinebehandlung eitriger
Liderkrankungen). Klitm. Monatsbl. f. Augenheilk., Vol. XCV II,
p. 362, 1936.

(1) Jablonska strongly recommends autogenous staphylococcus
vaccine therapy in blepharitis. Injections are made subcutaneously
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or intra-muscularly, beginning with 02-0 5 c.c. and working up to
1 c.c., the concentration being 500 millions per c.c. At the
beginning the intervals are 3-5 days; when the full dose has been
reached the intervals can be lengthened to 8-14 days. From 10 to
20 injections are needed. In stye-formation gluteal injections are
to be preferred; in ulcerative blepharitis, injection into the skin of
the lids is the more effective. Other measures are not to be neglected
(antivirus Besredska and paintings with 1 per cent. brilliant green in
50 per cent. alcohol).

ARNOLD SORSBY.

(2) Lenz, G. (Breslau).-Eye disease treated by radium eman-
ation locally. (Lokalbehandlung von Augenleiden mit
Radiumemanation). Klin. Monatsbl. f. Augenheilk., Vol.
XCVII, p. 216, 1936.

(2) Lenz reports on the results obtained by radium emanation
in a series of ocular lesions. Gaseous emanation is not well
tolerated; solutions and ointments are to be preferred. When the
preparations employed do not contain more than 300 E. S. E. per
c.c., no deleterious eftects are to be feared from such few of the
,8 and 'y rays as are present in addition to the a rays, For the past
31 years he has treated about 300 patients, mostly by means of
ointment in the conjunctival sac. Good results were obtained in
chronic eczema of skin of the lids, even when secondary atrophy
and distortion were present. Inflammation of the lid margins was
generally unaffected, though rapid improvement was occasionally
obtained by the application of ointment of 25-1i0 E. S. E. strength.
Scrofulous ophthalmia and its consequent scar-formation of the
cornea gave no response, nor did old corneal scars. In interstitial
keratitis emanation should only be used when the disease is no
longer actively progressing; yellow infiltrates and fully developed
ulcers of the cornea are contra-indications. In quiescent corneal
dystrophies it is useful, and is particularly so in trachomatous
pannus, though trachoma follicles are uninfluenced.

ARNOLD SORSBY.

(3) Blobner, F. (Prague).-The effect of sympathectomy in optic
atrophy and pigmentary degeneration of the retina. (Ueber
die Wirkung der Sympathektomie bei Sehnervenatrophie
und Pigmentdegeneration der Netzhaut). Klin. Monatsbl..f.
Augenheilk., Vol. XCVIII, p. 289, 1937.

(3) Blobner reviews a number of cases in which sympathectomy
was performed in an attempt to improve vision. In eleven cases
there was no definite improvement of visual field or of vision and in
one there was a serious decrease in both, following the operation.
There was no visible increase in the calibre of the retinal vessels
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and the Bernard-Horner syndrome was seldom found. The author
has decided to abandon the operation in future as it is by no means
harmless.

D. R. CAMPBELL.

(5) Velhagen, K. (Halle).-Observations on ocular lesions in
endocrine disturbances. (Einzelbeobachtungen ueber Sto-
rungen der innere Sekretion und Auge). Klin. Monatsbl. f.
Augenheilk., Vol. XCVI, p. 577, 1936.

(5) Velhagen reports in detail four cases of eye disease in
which endocrine disturbances were present: (1) glaucoma in associ-
ation with hyperthyroidism and acromegaly; (2) retinitis pigmentosa
developing late in a man aged 61 years, suffering from pernicious
anaemia; (3) keratoconus developing acutely in a woman aged 38
years, suffering from various trophic disturbances possibly due to
disor(lers in the thyroid and adrenals; (4) tapeto-retinal degener-
ation in a case of pituitary tumour. The theoretical possibilities
are discussed.

ARNOLD SORSBY.

BOOK NOTICE

Internal Diseases of the Eye and Atlas of Ophthalmoscopy. By
MANUEL TRONCOSO, M.D., Consulting Ophthalmologist, Meadow-
brook Hospital. Philadelphia: F. A. Davis Company. Pp. 511.
Illustrations 238. 1937. Price, 15 dollars.

This book has been written for the ophthalmologist, the internist
and neurologist. The author has presented his subject in a manner
that is lucid and attractive. From a careful survey of pathological
an(d physiopathological changes he deduces the main symptoms for
the lesion under description. Diseases of the eye and particularly
those of the fundus oculi afford excellent material for teaching in
this manner. The pathological changes taking place in a lesion are
readily observed from time to time and correlated with their effects
on the function of the eye. Sometimes opportunities occur for
completing the investigation with a histological examination of the
lesion, and perhaps the best feature in this book is the admirable
manner in which the author has presented on the same page a
fundus painting of a particular lesion, with its histological
appearances on section. In some cases diagrams explain the nature
of the fundus picture.

Except for the fundus paintings of angiomatosis retinae, lipaemia
retinalis, retinitis circinata and a microphotograph of glioma retinae
the illustrations are excellent. In the description of the treatment
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