
One important feature is that it combines so skilfully the
theoretical basis of ametropia with the clinical rhethods used for
deciding what correcting lenses may. be necessary. The advantage
of this is that the student and practitioner is encouraged .to take a
really intelligent interest in a subject that has sometimes become a
by-word in ophthalmology, with, the result that the practice of
refraction of the eye in hospital clinics has more and more been
delegated to the less well trained.-
We have nothing but praise for Sir Stewart's work. He is such

a clear exponent and his diagrams are simple and clear, so that any-
one reading his book should have little trouble, and if' he makes it
his guide when attending a clinic in an eye hospital he should be'
able to, prescribe spectacles and treat ametropia and muscular errors
with success.
The laFt chapter is of help in that it supplies information as to

the fitting of spectacle frames and the verification of spectacle
lenses. This is a subject seldom touched upon in a manual of'
ophthalmology, and is one of considerable importance.

At the end of the work are collected togethrer in an appendix,
tables of refractive indices, metre angles and so on that make it
unnecessary to refer to a multitude of books in which the inform-
ation is scattered.
The exhaustive information of official requirements in the various

Services is of help'and considerable importance at the present
time.

There is exposed in this manual a thoroughly reasonable attitude
to the subject of ametropia: it is quite clear what are the methods
the auth6r thinks it wise to adopt, an'd the book is made complete
by giving information on unusual means of dealing with the
subject.

OBITUARY

ALFRED VOGT, 1879-1943.

PROFESSOR ALFRED VOGT died on December 10, 1943, at
Oberageri, after a long illness. He was born October 31, 1879, at
Aargan in Switzerland and was educated at the Aargan Gymnasium.
He pursued his medical studies at the Universities of Basle and
Zurich, and graduated'as M.D. in 1902. He married in 1906.

In 1909 he returned to Aargan as Oberarzt and remained there
until 1918 when he was appointed Professor Extraordinary at the
University of Basle becoming full professor in 1920. Here he
remained three years when he succeeded Sidler Huguenin at Zurich
and remained there until his resignation when his health gave way.
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In 1911 Gullstrand presented his first model of the skit-lamp at
the Congress of Heidelberg and ,was able to demonstrate by its
means features in the structure of the lens and vitreous of the living
eye. These observations were made by means of the ordinary
binocular loupe.
The C.zapski microscope had been invented many years before

but it had yielded very little information. In 1916 Henker conceived
the idea of linking the slit-lamp and microscope and ultimately by
1919 there was evolved the. Zeiss model of slit-lamp as we now
know it.

Vogt very. soon appreciated its value and there proceeded from
his clinic a continous stream of papers all of great interest and many
of first-rate importance, starting with the -discovery of the optical
section in 1919. There followed in 1921 "Tue Handbook and
Atlas of Slit-lamp Microscopy" which was published in German,
French, English and Italian. Between 1919 and 1923 he had
trained up a band of assistants who became adepts with the slit-lamp
and there followed in September of 1923, 1924 and 1925 a congress
of Ophthalmic Surgeons, from all over Europe, in Basle and Zurich,
to be instructed in the use of the slit-lamp, and inspect the large
material that he had collected. A new edition of the Atlas was
planned in three volumes, and by 1931 two had appeared. It is a
beautifully illustrated work and it is hoped that the third volume
will be forthcoming.
He early appreciated the value of Gonin's discovery of the cause

of detachment of the retina and published an extensive memoir in
1932. He introduced the use of -the electro-cautery and later on
electrolysis in the operative treatment of retinal detachment.

Vogt also carried out prolonged investigations into the causation
of furnace workers' cataract showing that the active agent was4nfra-
red rays. He introduced red-fre,e light for the ophthalmoscopic
examination of the retina. It will be appreciated how versatile he
was and he.was able to bring to his problems a deep knowledge of
physics, biology, and general medicine.

Besides the number of ophthalmic surgeons that flocked to Zurich,
he had an enormous international clientele of patients. His powers
of work were vast; he began his day by visiting the nursing homes
where he had his private patients soon after six o'clock and then
went to the University Clinic to operate and lecture, and did not
have a meal until mid-day. He then received his private patients,
working until late in the evening.
He had an extraordinary patience and persistence that was well

suited for the tedious work of the slit-lamp investigation. He was
a good operator and adopted the, extra-capsular method of cataract
extraction, with small iridectomy and the trephining operation for
glaucoma.

One. of the last honours paid him was the -bestowal of the
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Gullstrand Medal by the Swedish Medical Society of Stockholm in
December, 1942. He had a taciturn and gruff manner, but in spite
of this his personality was impressed on his patients who had the
greatest confidence in him.

ARTHUR DONALD GRIFFITH
ARTHUR DONALD GRIFFITH, who died on March 4, after a
protracted illness which he bore with characteristic calmness, was
born on October 20, 1882. The son of Arthur Griffith, who survives
him, he forsook the legal traditions of his family for the practice of
inedicine, qualifying in 1905- and obtaining the Fellowship of the-
Royal College of Surgeons in 1909. A student of King's College
Hospital, he held wirious junior appointments at his training school
-and al5o at the Royal Free Hospital, and in 1909 was appointed to
the honorary staff of the Royal Eye Hospital, where he had
previously served as House-Surgeon, Regis-trar and Pathologist.
He combined his duties at the Royal Eye Hospital with service as
Ophthalmic Surgeon at the Westminster Hospital.
A member of the Territorial Army, which he joined on its

formation, Griffith served abroad from the outbreak of hostilities in
1914 till 1919. He was Ophthalmic Specialist and Officer-in-
Charge of Military Hospital, Hamrum, Malta, from 1914 to 1916,
Surgeon Specialist at Salonika, 1916-17, and Senior Medical Officer,
Faenza area, Italy, in 1918-19. He was mentioned in despatches
and created Cavaliere Corona d'Italia. His War experiences are
recorded in a valuable article on " Injuries of the Eye and Orbit"
which appeared in the Lancet in 1916.

Returning to civil life, Griffith rapidly established himself as an
exceptionally accomplished and judicious ophthalmologist. Equally
at home in the laboratory, out-patient department, and operating
theatre, his special interests were stereoscopic vision and radio-
therapy, as his mazny contributions to the Transactions of the
Ophthalmological Society and Proceedings of the Royal Society of
Medicine testify. These papers reveal the characteristic thorough-
ness that marked all his work, He was a fine linguist and had an
exceptional -knowledge of ophthalmic literature which made him an
ideal contributor of articles on eye disease in successive issues of
Short's Index of Prognosis. Glioma of -the retina particularly
fascinated him and it is fitting that a posthumous paper on the
subject- to appear soon in these pages- should have been his last
literary contribution. His services to his chosen speciality were
perhaps greatest in his effective contributions towards the develop-
ment of the research and teachiing activities of the Royal Eye
Hospital. '
*Griffith well nigh epitomised the ideal surgeon. A broad humanity
permeated his personal relations; and his scrupulousness determined
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