
ANNOTATIONS

Orders should be codified periodically, and issued in printed form to
every medical officer in the Army. Another reform advocated is the
formation of a board of reference for serious complaints made by a
medical officer. Finally, Sir James calls for a Royal Commission,
and suggests that a certain number of the medical commissioners
should not be Government nominees, but be elected by medical
officers who have served for substantial periods abroad. The
recommendations of a Royal Commission may be far removed from
those put forward by Sir James Barrett, but the author asks that
whatever the answer " the issue should not be evaded or camouflaged."
We again congratulate the authorities upon allowing so outspoken a
book as this to be published. The sign is of good augury for the
future of the Royal Army Medical Corps.

Panel Ophthalmic Practice

There appeared in a recent number of the Lancet an article
dealing with the question of Panel Ophthalmic Practice. The
author, Dr. Freeland Fergus, holds very strong views on the
necessity for a much higher standard of qualification for those who
intend to devote themselves to oEehthalmology than at present
obtains. In this he has our whol&h-learted support as numerous
recent notes in our pages can testify. When, however, he proposes
that all panel patients should be examined by whole-time highly-
qualified ophthalmic surgeons at some 800 to 1,000 new centres and
that special hospitals should be built to accommodate them we fail
to see how the cost could be met. In addition to the money
difficulty it would be scarcely possible to find the necessary surgical
and nursing staff. We can hardly agree with his suggestion that a
competent surgeon could not examine adequately more than three
children in the course of two hours. At that rate of work the whole
medical profession of the country would hardly suffice for the
working of his scheme.

The Teaching and Exainination of Medical Students in
Ophthalmology

The General Medical Council have had under consideration the
report of the Council of British Ophthalmologists on the teaching
of medical students. They have recommended " that every student
should be required to attend a course of practical instruction in
ophthalmology of not less than ten week's duration, and that no
student should be admitted to the final examination unless he
presents a certificate to the effect that he has attended such a
course regularly and that his work in connection therewith has
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reached a satisfactory standard." While we may regret that the
General Medical Council have not deemed it expedient to adopt the
carefully considered recommendations of the Council of British
Ophthalmologists, still we welcome the distinct step in advance that
they have taken. It now remains to be seen what regulations the
various examining bodies will adopt to carry out the second part of
the Council's recommendation. If proper means are adopted to
ensure that students have attained a satisfactory standard of
ophthalmic knowledge before qualification then the ideal of the
Council of British Ophthalmnologists will have been attained. We
hold that this can best be done by having a practical and oral
examination in ophthalmology as part of the final exa.mination
and that in the case of examining bodies dealing largely
with internal students no other method can be satisfactory.
We hope that all ophthalmic surgeons will use their influence to
ensure that the General Medical Council's mild recommendation
does not become a dead letter.

ABSTRACTS

I.-THE RESORPTION OF CATARACT

Verrey, Louis (Lausanne).-A contribution to the aetiologyof
the spontaneous resorption of cataract. (Contribution a
1'6tiologie de la rdsorption spontan6e de la cataracte.) La
Clin. Ophtal., April, I9I6.

Verrey relates at very great length the case of a man, aged 56
years, upon whom he operated for cataract. The capsule, which
was very tough, contained an almost clear fluid on opening with the
cystotome. The capsule was removed in the form of a sac, and
was found to contain a minute nucleus, the size of a small pin-head.
The patient was myopic, and presented evidences of recurrent
attacks of iritis. An interesting point is that twenty-four years
previously, the other eye had been operated upon by Gayet, who,
from certain evidence obtained from what Gayet had told
the patient, had found the conditions to be quite similar. The
interest which the case awakened in the author, and the direction
in which that interest lay, may be gathered from his concluding
remarks:-

" The spontaneous resorption of cataract, which is always a very
slow process, is usually preceded by inflammatory phenomena, iritic
or otherwise. Intra-ocular infection would penetrate the capsule of
the lens, and bring about a true " phakitis," whence would arise
swelling of this organ, and, frequently, rise of intra-ocular pressure.
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