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GEORGE MACKAY

IT is with deep regret that we have to record the death of Dr.
George Mackay, of Edinburgh, in his 87th year. Although his
retiral from practice some years ago meant also his absence from
most of our professional meetings, he has been held in affectionate
remembrance by his few remaining contemporaries and by the senior
members of a somewhat younger generation.

George Mackay was born in 1861 near M+dras, where his father,
also George Mackay, was serving as Deputy Surgeon-General of the
Indian Army. He had another link with the military profession
through his grandfather, Col. George Mackay, of Brighouse,
Sutherlandshire, who, at the end of the 18th century, raised and
commanded the Reay Fencibles.
When four years of age he came home to Scotland, where he

received his education in Inverness and subsequently at Edinburgh
University, where he graduated in Medicine in 1883. After a period
of post-graduate study on the continent, he settled in Edinburgh,
where he earned a high reputation as a clinician and as a surgeon.
For 24 years Mackay served the Department of Ophthalmology of
the University and Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, and was an
enthusiastic member of the Ophthalmological Society of the United
Kingdom, the Scottish Ophthalmological Club and the French
Ophthalmological Society.

His professional life was a busy one, but he had many outside
interests. As a student he found time for athletics and gymnastics,
and in later life applied himself to golf and fishing. He was also a
member of the Royal Company of Archers, the King's Bodyguard
for Scotland. Gaelic literature, archaeology, anthropology and
geology claimed a good deal of his active interest. He was also a
foundation member and subsequently president of the Clan Mackay
Society. He maintained to the last his links with continental friends
through his membership of the French Ophthalmological and
Franco-Scottish Societies.
George Mackay's friendships were based on an essentially sincere

and tolerant nature, and all alike were impressed by his unaffected
natural courtesy. He has left none but the happiest memories with
those who had the good fortune to count him among their friends.

A.J.B.
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