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BOOK REVIEWS

The Oculorotatory Muscles. By R. G. SCOBEE. 2nd edition, 1952. Pp. 512, 159 figs.
Kimpton, London. (82s. 6d.)

This book gives a full description of squint in all its aspects, beginning with the anatomy
and ending with the reasons for unsatisfactory results in squint surgery. The subject of
heterophoria is fully described. Heterotropia is described in one section, due difference
being drawn between the comitant and non-comitant varieties. The secondary changes
in the extrinsic ocular muscles following a paresis in one of them are fully explained, and
it is emphasized that it is time for surgical intervention in these cases when contracture
of the contralateral synergist or of the direct antagonist is about to occur. Such con-
tracture, it is advised, should be assessed by traction on the affected muscle with forceps.
The practice of waiting a year before instituLting surgical treatment in paretic cases is
roundly condemned. The various extrinsic ocular muscle syndromes are fully described
in a chapter which forms a useful reference list of the various symptom complexes. The
methods of examination are fully explained, and though no student or clinician will wish
to make use of all of them, he can pick out those which are useful to him. Non-surgical
and surgical treatment is fully considered, and the possible reasons for failure in squint
surgery are summarized in the final chapter. The book is plentifully and clearly illustrated,
it covers the subject completely in a clear and readable manner and may be regarded as
most useful both to ophthalmic surgeons and to students.

Diseases of the Eye. By EUGENE WOLFF. 4th edition, 1953. Pp. 224, 150 text illus.,
6 col. plates. Cassell, London. (30s.)

This new edition of Wolff's text-book will be a welcome addition to the literature,
especially for students, house officers, and registrars. Five years have elapsed since the
last edition appeared, and the author has taken the opportunity not only to incorporate
corrections, but also to introduce new material and to bring chapter VIII, which deals
with retinopathy, into line with recent advances in the subject.

It has been suggested that the large size of the pages makes this book less convenient
to handle, but that disadvantage is surely outweighed by the greater scope thereby per-
mitted to illustrations. Here we find many examples of the superb large pictures which
adorn all Wolff's text-books of anatomy and pathology, and the new clinical photographs
are a helpful addition. Further improvement could be achieved in the next edition by
substituting photographs for certain old-fashioned drawings, e.g. figs 5, 9, 31, 33-4, 41,
67-8, 98 and 146-50.

Wolff's book is essentially practical in its approach, and it contains sound guidance on
surgical nroblems. Evidently the proof-reading has been done with great care, the
standard of paper and printing is excellent, and the colour of the new binding is handsomer
than its predecessor. The author and publishers both deserve to be congratulated on the
outcome of their efforts.
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