
BOOK REVIEWS

to be remembered, however, that many authorities place Susruta about the 3rd century
A.D.

In all, four chapters are devoted to the history of cataract surgery, tracing its
development from early beginnings to modern times. The succeeding chapters deal with
pre- and post-operative rituals, extra- and intra-capsular operation, and surgery of the
dislocated lens and of the different varieties of cataract. The book closes with a chapter
on clinical examination of the eye.
The author has obviously been to considerable pains in his writing. In addition to

describing his own methods and technique in detail he gives those of others and inter-
sperses them with short historical notes, mentioning many times the name of Susruta.
There are however some notable omissions. To quote three, no mention is made of
cortisone in the treatment of sympathetic ophthalmitis, of the possibility of retinal detach-
ment following the needling of juvenile cataracts, or of the performance of a corneal
graft as a prelude to extraction of a cataract from a patient with dense corneal opacities.

Misprints are almost inevitable in a first edition and the majority occurring in this book
are unimportant. On p. 86, however, Agarwal is quoted as recommending phenobarbi-
tone 1 "gram" to induce sedation on the night preceding operation.
The illustrations are not all that could be desired. Many of them are reproduced

from rough sketches, reminiscent of what one sees in some antique descriptions of the
eye, while others are from photographs which fail to show what they are meant to demon-
strate. These remarks are not made in any carping spirit, but in the hope that when a
second edition of "Cataract Surgery" is called for, these illustrations will be improved.

Aberrations of Thin Lenses. By H. H. Emsley. 1956. Pp. 352, 94 figs. Constable,
London. (50s.)

The author was for many years head of the most important centre of optical teaching
in Great Britain and is well-known for his writings on ophthalmic subjects. Two of his
previous books, Ophthalmic Lenses and the two-volume Visual Optics, have long been
recognized as standard works. The present volume is another example of clear concise
writing, and shows the hand of the long-experienced teacher.
One purpose of the book is to attempt to close the gap that has always existed between

the more elementary books on optics and the advanced treatises on optical design. The
gap in optical literature has long been a hardship to anyone who wished to become
acquainted with the admittedly difficult subject of the design of lenses. The book should
also prove of value to those who are concerned with the rapidly increasing use of optical
methods and instruments in various industries.
Any book on such a subject must naturally appear at first glance to be of a highly

mathematical nature, but, as stated in the preface, only a knowledge of mathematics of
about matriculation standard is required. The clear and logical way in which the various
steps are developed from first principles, the numerous worked examples in the text, and
the questions set at the end of most of the chapters should enable the reader who studies
the book carefully to undertake the design of optical systems and instruments, providing
these are confined to thin lenses and only the primary aberrations need be corrected.
This is all that is required in many cases, particularly when the system or instrument is
of an experimental nature.

Particular emphasis has been given to the design of the spectacle lens, to which two
complete chapters are devoted. This aspect of the book will be of particular interest to
the ophthalmologist. It may surprise many concerned with the prescribing of spectacle
lenses to see the large amount of calculation involved in the design for the best form of
such apparently simple lenses.

In designing such lenses, if the thickness is to be kept to a minimum and for practical
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manufacturing reasons one type of glass only, spectacle crown, is to be used, variation of
form or "bending" the lens is the only variable at the designer's disposal. Thus only
one aberration can be fully corrected and that for one object position, and a compromise
must be decided upon between the various aberrations that affect the image in a particular
case. What this compromise should be has been the subject of considerable controversy
and here the question is fully discussed. The author shows that correction for oblique
astigmatism for a distant object is the most important. Most best-form spectacle lenses
produced in Great Britain are designed on this principle.
The two chapters on spectacle lenses form the most complete and up-to-date account

of the subject now available in book form, most of the published work on the subject
being in the form of scattered papers. These chapters could be studied with advantage
by all concerned with the prescribing and dispensing of aids to vision.
The final chapter, on the distribution of light in optical instruments, contains much

information of value in considering ophthalmic instruments, test charts, ophthalmo-
scopes, etc.
The book has been well produced and is illustrated with clearly-drawn diagrams.

BooKs RECEIVED
The following book has been received and will be reviewed in Ophthalmic Literature,

December, 1956.
Ocular Myiasis (Myiasis des Auges). By H. Krummel and A. Brauns. 1956. Pp. 66, 16

figs, bibl. Dunker and Humblot, Berlin. (D.M. 16; 28s.).

NOTES
OPHTHALMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF THE UNITED KINGDOM

The Annual Congress will be held at the Royal Society of Medicine, I Wimpole Street,
W.1., on April 11-13, 1957.
The Presidential Address will be delivered by Mr. J. J. Healy on " The Intra-Ocular

Circulation in Arterio-Sclerosis and High Blood Pressure".
A discussion on " Ocular Aspects of Diabetes " will be opened by Professor G. I.

Scott, Dr. Norman Ashton, and Dr. J. D. N. Nabarro. There will also be a short
symposium on " Congenital Cataract ".
The Bowman Lecture will be delivered by Sir Stewart Duke-Elder on " The Aetiology

of Glaucoma ".
Members wishing to read a short paper, to give a short pictorial demonstration, or to

show a film, are asked to send the title, together with an abstract, to Mr. J. R. Hudson,
not later than November 30, 1956.
The annual dinner to which members may bring guests will be held at the Trocadero

Restaurant on April 11. A Trade Exhibition will be held in the Cowdray Hall (next-
door to The Royal Society of Medicine).

Honorary Secretaries: C. A. COOK (Council Business)
J. R. HUDSON (Congress Business)

45, Lincoln's Inn Fields, W.C.2.

HONOURS
MR. K. C. WYBAR has received the degree of M.D. (with commendation) at Glasgow

University.
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