
BOOK REVIEWS

The work is comprehensive and very complete, and the vast number and wide distribu-
tion of the contributors bring many view-points and the practice of many countries to
the reader's notice. Some sections are better than others and many suffer from a certain
degree of uncritical enthusiasm. Considering the arrangement of the subject-matter,
however, there is surprisingly little overlapping, and, despite the multiple authorship,
the editing has been well done. As a reference book or for occasional reading these two
volumes are to be recommended.

OBITUARY

WALTER JAMES HOPE-ROBERTSON

Readers of this Journal will be distressed to read of the sudden death of Walter James
Hope-Robertson, M.B., F.R.C.S.E., F.R.A.C.S., D.O.M.S., D.L.O., at his home in
Karori, Wellington, on January 11, 1958. This unexpected event deprives New Zealand
of her leading ophthalmic surgeon at the early age of 57, one who has done more than any
other to develop the specialty within his country.
Hope-Robertson was born at Gisborne, N.Z., and took his medical education at Otago

University, graduating in 1922. Thereafter he became one of the first specialist house-
surgeons at Wellington Hospital. His apprenticeship completed, he travelled to England
where he studied at Moorfields and the Central London Ophthalmic Hospital, and
afterwards occupied training posts at Wolverhampton and Birmingham. At the same
time he obtained his F.R.C.S.(Ed.), the D.O.M.S., and the D.L.O., London. In 1928 he
returned to New Zealand, commenced practice in Wellington, and was immediately
appointed to the honorary staff of the Wellington Hospital. During his life he remained in
association with this institution and became eventually the chairman of the medical staff.
He initially practised both ophthalmology and otolaryngology, but for the past 20 years

had confined his practice to ophthalmology, and rapidly became recognized as the senior
exponent of this specialty in New Zealand. He was elected a Fellow of the Royal
Australasian College of Surgeons in 1931, was one of the instigators in the formation of the
Ophthalmological Society ofNew Zealand, becoming its president in 1956, and represented
New Zealand at the XVI International Congress of Ophthalmology in London in 1950.
In his own country he also played a prominent part in public activities, acting as consultant
to the Health Department and, during the Second World War, to the New Zealand
Armed Forces in the rank of Lieut.-Colonel.
Hope-Robertson was equally well known to his colleagues outside New Zealand and was

a frequent visitor to Great Biitain. With all whom he met he was popular, not only as a
professional man with an international reputation but as one whose gentle and kindly yet
vigorous character made him a unique friend. He had many interests beyond ophthalmo-
logy, particularly in literature, the early history of New Zealand, and in the culture of the
Maori people. New Zealand will miss him sorely, and we extend our sympathy to his
wife, his son, and his daughter.
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