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BOOK REVIEWS

Geographic Ophthalmology. Edited by W. J. HOLMES. 1959. Pp. 135 figs, bibl.
Blackwell Scientific Publications, Oxford. (63s.)

When we saw the title of the book our hearts thrilled. At last romance was brought
into ophthalmology. Now we should know why the French or the American Negroes
do not get trachoma and-the Algerians and the Africans do, why uveitis dutifully appears
in two water-tight compartments (granulomatous and not) in the U.S.A., refuses to be
so compartmentalized in Europe, and refuses to appear at all in the depths of Brazil.
But alas! This book, written by twenty authors drawn from all over the world, reveals
no such secrets. In the first chapter we are told that medical progress (like many other
things) has reached only some 50 per cent. of the world's population, that the Pan-
American Association of Ophthalmology has done an excellent job, and that today world
ophthalmology has its best centres in America. The writer does not say whether he has
visited the leading centres in Europe since they have recovered from the last war. The
second chapter excited our interest-an account of blindness and its prevention in India.
The remainder of the book is best described as an incomplete clinical account of several
tropical or semi-tropical diseases as they affect the eye, without much reference to geo-
graphical peculiarities-malaria, leprosy (a good section), onchocerciasis, trachoma,
keratomalacia, pterygium, and others, together with chapters dealing with such surgical
subjects as corneal incisions and keratoplasty which have no geographical peculiarities
at all. The chapters on the Smith Indian cataract extraction and on cataract surgery as
an office procedure (as practised in Hong Kong) certainly have a topical flavour. There
seems to be something wrong, however, in the integration of the book as a whole.

Atlas of the Ocular Fundus. By 0. MARCHESANI and H. SAUTrER. 1959. 161 plates
with 262 coloured and 13 black and white figures. Hafner Publishing Company,
New York. (£30.)

It is now a considerable time since a first-class atlas of the ocular fundus has appeared,
so that the publication in 1957 of the Atlas des Augenhintergrunde by Marchesani and
Sautter of Hamburg was an event of considerable importance. It was an ambitious
project embracing 161 plates, many of them composite, illustrating the common and
most of the uncommon pathological conditions of the choroid and retina. The book
was comprehensive and the illustrations-drawn by an artist-superb. An English
edition has now appeared in which the descriptive text is in three languages-the English
by A. Philipp, the French by Jean Nordmann, and the Spanish by Rudolfo Lienau. The
text is short and succinct but sufficient. It is unfortunate, of course, that the volume is
so expensive, but reproductions of coloured plates of the excellence seen in the book
cannot be produced otherwise.

Glaucoma (Transactions of the Third Macy Conference, 1958). Edited by F. W. Newell.
1959. Pp. 272, 72 figs, 21 tables, bibl. Josiah Macy, Jr., Foundation, New York.
($5.25.)

The symposia on glaucoma sponsored by the Josiah Macy, Jr., Foundation have always
been worth while; it is indeed difficult for them not to be so in view of the standing of the
participants. This, the report of the Third Conference, covers three subjects-tono-
graphy (introduced by Grant) and its clinical applications (Roberts), osmotic factors in
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the formation of the aqueous humour (Barany), and consensual changes in the intra-
ocular pressure under experimental conditions (Perkins). The Chairman was Kronfeld,
and the Editor, Frank Newell of Chicago. The report makes interesting reading; it is
fascinating to see how the minds of those taking part work with the rapid fire of question
and answer; but there is no doubt that the (apparently almost) verbatim reporting tends
to diffuseness, a certain straying from the subject, and a muddling of the reader's mind.
It may be, of course, that much would have been lost by stricter chairmanship or more
ruthless editing; it is certain that the book as it stands is not easy to read. A compre-
hensive summary by the Chairman at the end of each session might help to bring out the
main lines of the discussion and to emphasize the impottant points.

Year Book of Ophthalmology (1958-1959 Series). Edited by Derrick Vail. 1959.
Pp. 407, 78 figs. Year Book Publishers, Chicago.

The latest edition of the Year Book of Ophthalmology (1958-9) is better than ever. It
begins with a short chapter on recent advances in the diagnosis and treatment of simple
glaucoma, and thereafter goes systematically through the important contributions made
in our knowledge of diseases of the eye, its adnexa, and the relevant neurology. As usual,
the choice of papers selected for discussion has been wide and wise; the abstracts are full
and fair; and, above all, the personal remarks by the Editor, appearing almost on every
page, are profoundly wise, rightly sceptical or enthusiastic, and not infrequently delight-
fully witty. To have abstracted most things that matter from the vast literature in many
languages that appears each year is an immense task; to have done it so well and with
judicial criticism is almost superhuman. All of us are in the Editor's debt, and those of
us who do not have his industry and wide grasp of all aspects of ophthalmology receive
each year a gift not lightly to be despised.
Our underground bush-telegraph tells us that next year the Editorship is going into

other hands. The present volume shows no signs of fatigue or senility; but whatever
the reason we are sorry. Our sympathy also goes out to his successor, for the standard
he must maintain is high indeed.

NOTES

OPHTHALMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF THE UNITED KINGDOM
Annual Congress, April 9 to 11, 1959

The 79th Annual Congress of the Ophthalmological Society of the United Kingdom
was held at the House of the Royal Society of Medicine, on April 9 to 11, 1959.
Mr. R. C. Davenport, President of the Society, was in the Chair, and over 300 members

and their guests attended, including several distinguished foreign visitors.

Presidential Address: 'Facets of Glaucoma'.-Mr. Davenport considered the relation-
ship between myopia and glaucoma, recalling that association of the two conditions was
not as uncommon as is often supposed. He then discussed the relationship between
glaucoma and obliterative arterial disease and its possible aetiological significance.

Main Discussion: 'The Swollen Optic Disc'.-Mr. Desmond Greaves stressed the need
of recognizing the wide limits of normal and congenital anomalies and of distinguishing
them from early pathological changes. He discussed the vascular arrangement at the
nervehead and the absence of any considerable connexion between the central artery of
the optic nerve and the circle of Zinn on the one hand and the central retinal artery on
the other.
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