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Book reviews

Corneo-Plastic Surgery (Proceedings of the Second International Corneo-Plastic
Conference). Edited by P. V. RYCROFT. 1969. Pp. 628, numerous figs, bibl. Per-
gamon Press, London. (Cio.)
The late Benjamin Rycroft arranged this gathering of the world's experts in the fields of corneal and
plastic surgery, and the papers there presented and the discussions that followed are contained in
this beautifuilly produced volume. The standard of production of the book is first class throughout
and the articles are profusely illustrated with pictures of great clarity. Such a volume is not intended
to be comprehensive but the papers are so varied in Lheir context that every aspect of the subject
is included.

Ptosis and lid reconstruction are treated at length. Modern approaches to lacrimal and orbital
surgery are also well covered. Every aspect of keratoplasty from the biological and immunological
to the details of many specific surgical procedures are discussed. There are sections, too, relating
to ophthalnmic pathology and bacteriology, the applications of contact lenses, and the surgery of the
iris and ciliary body. Opinions and experiences of experts in their fields from over 42 countries will
be found.
Although the book deals with a specialized aspect of ophthalmic surgery, much will be found of

interest and of real value to every ophthalmic practitioner.

Recommendations for the Treatment of Ocular Diseases (Therapeutische
Empfehlungen zur Behandlung von Augenkrankheiten). By V. KITTEL. 2nd ed., I969.
Pp. iI8 (Abhandl. Augenheilk., 3I). Thieme, Leipzig. (DM 14.20).

The first edition of these recommendations, intended by the author as a short reference book for the
budding ophthalmologist during and after his years of training, has found so many enthusiasts,
presumably among his not so very young colleagues, that a second edition has become necessary.
While it is intended not to overstep the self-imposed limits of a short guide to everyday ophthalmic
therapy, certain newer methods which have recently been developed and have gained a firm foot-
hold in the specialty have been included at the expense of some older, now rarely-adopted pro-
cedures. This applies in the first place to the use of corticosteroids in uveal diseases, for which a
neat scheme has been elaborated for use in cooperation with the medical specialist. Other interesting
schlemes concern the use of anticoagulants and of fibrinolytics in retinal arterial and venouis throm-
boses with, no doubt, the intention of combating the attitude of therapeutic nihilism mostly adopted
towards these diseases. However, we are not told how effective all this is. A detailed description
of the drugs used in ophthalmology is appended; this is a very useful reference list, provided the
specifics current in Gerniany can be translated into their equivalents accessible to the reader.

Ocular Circulation in Health and Disease (William Mackenzie Centenary Sym-
posiumi). Edited byJ. S. CANT. I969. Pp. 270, figs, bibl. Kimpton, London. (65s.)

The main value of specialized symposia lies in the meeting of a large number of people interested in
the same basic subject, and the success of this present Conference was reflected in the detailed dis-
cussions which followed the formal communications. These papers are here published under four
main headings: (i) Anatomy and Physiology of the Ocular Circulation; (2) Techniques of Investiga-
tion; (3) Systemic Vascular Disease; (4) Vascular Retinopathies.
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Book reviews

The contributionis to each of these sections reflect the actixve work that is going on in these subjects
by a wide variety of investigators.

Prof. David Cogan gave the William Mackenzie Memorial Lecture on "Retinal and Papillary
Vasculitis".
The book as a whole forms a most useful compendium for academic and clinical ophthalmologists

interested in the ocular circulation in health and disease.

Fluorescein Angiography of the Retina. Textbook and Atlas. By A. WESSING.
Trans. G. K. VON NOORDEN. I969. Pp. 222, I20 figs, bibl. Mosby, St. Louis;
Kimpton, London. (207s.)

The interest aroused by the publication of Wessing's original Germain textbook and atlas in I968
has led to its translation into English by G. von Noorden. That it is highly recommended is evident
from our preViouls review: Br-it. J. Oph/li,l. (io)68), 52, 429.

New and Controversial Aspects of Retinal Detachment. Edited by A. Mc.-
PHERSON. I968. PP. 509, 378 figs, refs. Harper and Row, London. (£97).

Tlhese are the proceedings of the symposium on retinal detachment held at Houston, Texas, in i965.
The first section is concerned with the fine structure of the vitreous and retina and with the

pathology of peripheral retinal degenerations. The second, and main, section is concerned with
the management of detachments, and contains interesting and informative papers on methods of
examination, coagulation techniques, scleral buckling, intraocular injection, and functional results.
The short third section is on complications of surgery.

This is an excellent series of papers on a wide range of subjects pertaining to retinal detachment.
The authors are acknowledged authorities on their subjects and much can be learned from reading
these papers. This book can be thoroughly recommended.

Advances in Ophthalmology. Vol. 21. Edited by NI. .J. ROPER-HALL, H. SAUTTER,
and E. B. STREIF. I969. PP. 236, 48 figs, refs. Karger, Basel. (Suppl. 8o to Biblio-
theca Ophthalmologica). (SFr/DM 69; £6 i8s.)
This volume follows the policy of this series to publish as monographs extensive reviews or original
papers too long for inclusion in the conventional ophthalmic journals. The original works discuss
local therapy in herpetic keratitis and the intraocular penetration of steroids. The reviews deal
with non-magnetic intraocular foreign bodies, fluorescein fundus photography, vertebro-basilar
vascular disease, and lens metabolism; they are exhaustive and non-critical. There is also a review
citlii original paper on electrodiagnostic tests in diseases of the posterior pole.

Operative Surgery. Vol. io. Eyes and Ear, Nose and Throat. Edited by C. ROB
and R. SMITH (Consultant editors: S. DUKE-ELDER and NI. ELLIS). I 969. Pp. 340, figs,
refs. Butterworth, London. (/98).

There is a commonly-held belief that, if one assembles a group of experts to write succinctly on their
specialty, the combination of their works will be the best available text on the subject. This volume
goes a long way to disprove this belief. In go pages seven experts have presented a clearly written
and well-illustrated guide to ophthalmic surgery, but in such a short space much has been left out
and there is no place for discussion of controversial aspects. The inclusion of lasers may support the
claim that the volume is up to date, but there is no mention of microsurgery. The ophthalmic
section is partnered by a longer section on ear, nose, and throat surgery: one wonders who will be
iniclined to buy such a book. As it is part of a multivolumed treatise, no doubt designed to present
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