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Book reviews

A System of Ophthalmology. Vol. I2 Neuro-ophthalmology. By S. DUKE-
ELDER and G. I. SCOTT. 197 I. PP. 994, 830 figs, I 2 col. pl., bibl. Kimpton, London.
(LI3.00).
It is generally recognized how impossible it is to investigate a process without interfering with its
mechanism and studying the result under controlled conditions. In a sense, neuro-ophthalmology
is an account of experimental models set up by pathological lesions and our understanding of the
physiology of the nervous system owes much to careful clinical observation of the results ofsuch lesions
collated with pathological findings. Herein lies the fascination of Volume XII of the System of
Ophthalmology. The subject ranges widely and presents a profound challenge to the pen of Sir
Stewart in width and depth, but when the reader has reached page 970, it must be admitted that
the challenge has been met and subdued. All aspects appear to fall inevitably into place.

Section I on the Visual System traces the sensory pathway from the optic nerve to the occipital
cortex and ends with a chapter on the higher visual system, which includes discussion on cortical
blindness, the agnosias and aphasias, hallucinations, and psychogenic disorders.

Section II covers the pupillary and ciliary systems and Section III the motor system, including
nystagmus and lid movements. Section IV copes with the trigeminal nerve and the secretory
disturbances of the lacrimal apparatus.
No attempt is made to describe in detail the techniques or findings of radiography, radiotomo-

graphy, pneumoencephalography, arteriography, phlebography, electroencephalography, or the use
of radioactive isotopes. Nor indeed is there any need to delve into the purlieus of our sister specialty,
for neuro-ophthalmology has a feast of its own to offer served in splendid style by the two authors of
Volume XII.

Methods of Ophthalmological Investigation (Die ophthalmologischen Untersuch-
ungsmethoden). Vol. I. Edited by W. STRAUB. I970. PP. 546, 542 figs, refs. Enke,
Stuttgart. (DM I28).
This book forms the first of two volumes on this subject. Methods of examination in ophthalmology
are becoming so complex and specialized that the publication of this book is very welcome especially
as the many authors are experts in their own fields. The general plan is to give a short relevant
historical introduction to the methods of examination with emphasis on the underlying principles
used, the technical methods, and their application.
The book has an ambitious scope. Draeger and Richert describe the external examination of

the eye. Muller gives a long chapter on microbiology. Tear secretion and tear drainage deserve
rather a larger section, but Goldmann, as usual, has written a long and excellent section on focal
illumination. Examination of the pupil is described by Schrader and ophthalmoscopy by Sautter
and Rassow. Other sections are devoted to spectral reflectometry, tonometry and tonography,
ophthalmodynamometry, radiological diagnosis, ultrasound, and the use of radioactive isotopes.

This book can be highly recommended and one looks forward to the second volume, but frequent
revision will be required in order to keep it up to date.

Perspectives in Ophthalmology. Edited by H. E. HENKES. I968. Pp. 268, figures,
bibl. Excerpta Medica Monograph, Amsterdam. (£C6.70).
This volume, which contains material presented at a postgraduate teaching course at the Rotterdam
Hospital in I967, is in three sections. The first discusses the angiopathies of the retina and choroid
and gives a great deal of interesting information on how they may be investigated. The second
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deals with ophthalmic plastic surgery and in particular with surgery of the lacrimal apparatus and
with the implantation of intra-ocular acrylic lenses, and the third with visuo-medical aspects of road
traffic safety. This is a useful book which should be read by all ophthalmic surgeons.

Cryo-ophthalmology (Cryo-ophtalmologie). Report presented to the Societe franfaise
d'ophtalmologie by P. G. MOREAU and J. HAUT. 1971. PP. 746, 278 figs, refs. Masson,
Paris.
This book, which is the latest of the excellent annual publications of the French Ophthalmological
Society, gives a comprehensive description of freezing techniques in ophthalmology, including
detailed accounts of the principles involved, the apparatus, and experimental work on the effects
of freezing on various ocular tissues.
The clinical applications of cryotherapy are discussed in detail, both the established and the more

controversial aspects being documented assiduously. A chapter on the conservation of ocular
tissues by freezing concludes the volume.

This book offers a welcome review of this modern subject which has such a wide application.
It is too early to assess which of its uses will find a permanent place in ophthalmological practice, but
there is no doubt that many are already accepted as an integral part of our day-to-day operative work.

Ophthalmic Cryotherapy (Die Kryotherapie in der Ophthalmologie). By D. FORLANI,
G. TIBERIO, and N. NEGRONI, translated by H. ROSSLER. I970. Pp. 83. Klin. Mbl.
Augenheilk., SuppI. 55. Enke, Stuttgart. (DM I4).
This booklet, first published in Italian in I968, gives comprehensive information on most aspects of
ophthalmic cryotherapy. Its clear and precise style reveals the expert teacher. A short historical
survey and a very short chapter about the histological changes due to cryoapplication are followed
by a detailed description of the available cryoapplicators. The main sections are naturally dedicated
to cryoextraction of cataract and to cryopexy in retinal detachment. The authors believe that cryo-
extraction is the safest method of intracapsular cataract removal, but the procedure has to be properly
executed with a modern lightweight instrument to prevent avoidable complications, and such
instruments are unfortunately very expensive. By this method the lens capsule is not often torn,
even in intumescent, hypermature, and complicated cataract interventions, and the danger to the
vitreous is also much reduced. The main disadvantages are the maltreatment of the iris and the
need for skilled assistance. In favourable cases of retinal detachment and in cases requiring prophy-
lactic measures, cryopexy exposes the eye to much less danger than diathermy. It is even preferable
to photo-coagulation as it does not produce retinal haemorrhages.

Cryotherapy has its uses in other conditions, such as chronic glaucoma, virus keratitis, and tra-
choma. It is a pity that this small book contains no figures, for illustrations make a more forceful
impression than the printed word.

Notes

Clear print
Conference, October 20, I97I

The Library Association and the National Association for the Education of the Partially Sighted
are to hold a one-day Conference on Clear Print with special reference to the needs of the visually
handicapped reader on Wednesday, October 20, I97I, at the Commonwealth Hall, Royal Common-
wealth Society, London, W.C.2.
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