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as a subject in its own right at the beginning of the
century. During the past 20 years there have been
relatively few books devoted to ophthalmic genetics
and this excellent publication is, therefore, particularly
welcome. While every chapter has much to offer the
reader, several have been singled out for particular
mention, either because of their clinical value or because
they are a reflection of the reviewer's particular interests.

Part One is devoted to 'Methods of study in genetic
eye disease'. It includes a chapter by George Spaeth
on the carrier state and lists more than 6o conditions
with ophthalmic manifestations in which the carrier
state can often be detected by a biochemical abnor-
mality or an abnormal clinical appearance. Since this
chapter was written, the list could probably be con-
siderably enlarged. Fraser discusses the aetiology of
severe visual handicap in childhood, a subject which is
at last receiving the attention it deserves. It is apparent
from his discussion of acquired and genetically-deter-
mined causes that there is still much we have to learn
about this topic. In a comprehensive and extremely
useful chapter Berman describes genetic and metabolic
eye diseases and their biochemical diagnostic tests. To
illustrate the recent advances that have occurred in this
subject, only 2 per cent of the 322 references are over
io years old.

Part Two is concerned with 'Genetic determination
of clinical eye disease'. Bron and Tripathi review the
isolated comeal dystrophies and those associated with
systemic and with genetically-determined disorders.
There is a strong emphasis on the clinical appearance of
the cornea in these various conditions, making this
chapter particularly valuable to the practising ophthal-
mologist. The macular dystrophies are ably discussed
by Deutman who has finally laid to rest the monistic
view of this group of disorders. Until these lesions can
be classified biochemically, their morphological classifi-
cation, as presented here, will be the most useful
clinically. The complex group of heredofamilial disorders
of the optic nerve has been ably handled by Glaser
while the rapidly growing topic of chromosome dele-
tions and eye disease is discussed by Howard.

Part Three, 'Therapy and prevention of genetic eye
disease', consists of chapters on therapeutic principles
by Cotlier, ocular pharmacogenetics by Lieberman,
and genetic counselling by Irene Maumemee. This is
by far the shortest part of the book, but one which
could hardly have been envisaged a few years ago. It is
hoped that a section such as this written in io years'
time will be very much larger.
The editor is to be congratulated on producing such

a valuable book covering one of the fastest growing areas
of ophthalmology. It can be highly recommended to all
ophthalmologists for repeated perusal, and should be
obligatory reading for all those studying for higher
degrees. BARRIE JAY

More Help for Dyslexic Children. By T. R.
MILES and E. MILES. 1975. Pp. 74, figs, refs.
Methuen, London (,JIo20)
Developmental dyslexia, or congenital word-blindness
as it was then called, was first anticipated in I896 by a
Glasgow eye-surgeon-Dr James Hinshelwood. Actually

the very first case of this kind was described by the
father of the Emeritus Ophthalmic Surgeon to Guy's
Hospital, Mr Gayer Morgan. Because of the nature of
the presenting symptom, namely inability to make head
or tail of printed or written words, it is not surprising
that visuoperceptual errors were queried. The early
literature upon this subject was largely made up of
case reports published by distinguished ophthalmolo-
gists, mainly British, among whom the names of Nettle-
ship, Thomas, Hubert Fisher, Treacher Collins,
Stephenson, and Doyne are conspicuous. Later, the
focus of attention switched to neurologists who nowa-
days visualize a genetically-determined localized form
of delayed maturation within the learning-process.

In some places, mostly in the United States of
America, ophthalmologists for a time renewed their
interest in dyslexia, some of whom postulated that a
disorder in the eye movements during the act of read-
ing was responsible for retardation in reading, to be
cured by courses of eye-exercises. Fortunately, that
particular heresy never reached this country and is on
its way out in America.
Many eye specialists, however, still see these cases in

the early stages and are intrigued thereby, for dyslexia
cannot be diagnosed until all perceptual errors have
been eliminated.
To those who are interested in this topic, this simple

book-and particularly the first two chapters-may be
warmly recommended. M. CRITCHLEY

Ophthalmic Electrodiagnosis. By N. R. GALLO-
WAY. Vol. I, Major Problems in Ophthalmology,
edited by P. D. TREVOR-ROPER. 1975. Pp. I69, figs,
tables, refs. Saunders, Philadelphia (no price given)
Ophthalmologists are in a privileged position among
clinicians because the eye is readily accessible for
inspection and there are many reliable and sensitive
tests of function. It is probably for this reason that
electrical methods of investigation have not achieved the
wide application apparent in other disciplines. The
electrical responses of the visual system were discovered
more than a century ago and their study has been most
valuable in physiological research. Much basic informa-
tion has been acquired but unfortunately many of the
contemplated diagnostic prospects have proved disap-
pointing because they are less sensitive than established
techniques. On the other hand there is a special field
in which these methods have a vital use. Many clinicians
are unaware of the scope and even of the existence of
some of these tests, possibly because of the lack of a
clinically orientated description. This book is an attempt
to fill this gap.
The first half of the book comprises a glossary of

basic electronic terms, the physiological bases of the
various retinal tests, and a brief, and perhaps irrelevant,
note on other tenuously related investigations.
The second half of the book is devoted to clinical

investigations. It is introduced by a chapter on the
organization of an electrodiagnostic clinic and the
methods of recording normal response. The rest of the
section discusses the results of such tests in various
ocular diseases.

This book will fulfil the needs of most ophthalmolo-
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