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    	Cornea

Corneal blindness is the third leading cause of blindness worldwide.1 Corneal transplantation remains the only method of restoring vision in eyes with end-stage corneal decompensation and is the most frequently performed type of transplant worldwide.2 Due to the immunological and lymphogenic privilege of the avascular cornea, keratoplasty is the most successful tissue transplantation procedure currently performed in humans.3 However, as with most solid-organ transplants, the risk of transmitting infectious diseases and viruses is an important aspect of corneal transplantation that can affect recipients or those handling donor tissue.4 Thus, the rapid emergence of a novel severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) since December 2019 has led to a devastating impact on corneal transplantation worldwide.
To date, the SARS-CoV-2 has infected close to 13 million people and led to  more than 560000 deaths worldwide in a short space of 6 months (WHO COVID-2019 situation report as of July 13, 2020). Since its emergence in Wuhan China, the SARS-CoV-2 has been reported to cause conjunctivitis and detected in tears or conjunctival secretions.5 The potential for SARS-CoV-2 to affect the ocular surface had immediate implications for eye banking around the world. Furthermore, travel restrictions and curtailed elective procedures have led to the reduction in the supply, retrieval and demand for corneal transplantation.6 Thus, the future of corneal transplantation faces an unprecedented threat, as access to this sight-restoring surgery is affected on a global scale.7 Beyond the pandemic, COVID-19 may have lasting effects on corneal transplantation, as healthcare services resume to face long waiting lists and a potential shortage of donors. Therefore, there is an urgent need for a consensus on recommendations for restoring corneal transplantation services, even as the outbreak evolves and we learn more about the SARS-CoV-2.



  





OCULAR TRANSMISSION OF SARS-COV-2
In order to do this, there are several … 
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	Correction notice This paper has been updated since it was published online. The authors have added an Author note in the end statements.

	Author note As mentioned in our article, as the guidances and recommendations are dynamic and likely to change, our colleagues from the UK would like to add in an active link for for the most up-to-date information, as the guidance described in the article is currently not fully applicable to UK eye donor selection criteria:

https://www.transfusionguidelines.org/dsg/ctd/guidelines/coronavirus-infection-1


https://nhsbtdbe.blob.core.windows.net/umbraco-assetscorp/19370/pol301.pdf


https://nhsbtdbe.blob.core.windows.net/umbraco-assets-corp/19175/tes-covid-19-position-statement-july-2020.pdf.
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